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Pilgrims of the Spring 
By Violet’ Ursula Fraser 
“The time of the singing of birds is come” 
(Song of Sol. 2:12). 
OUTHWARD the birds fly to southern 
Sierras, 
Northward return to the far Hudson’s 
Bay; 
Flutelike their notes sound on the spring 
breezes, 
Trumpets of geese on their high starry 
way. 


Great is the mystery of their migrations, 
God’s voice has called them through 
paths of the sky, 
To the far lands which lie o’er the ocean, 
Singing His praises, these small pil- 
grims fly. 
Swallows of old San Juan Capistrano, 
From their long journey returning 
each spring; 
Never a day late, who could have told 
them, 
In that fair Southland, their far flight 
to wing? 


He who has guarded little brown spar- 
rows, 
That stay though snowstorms of winter 
may blow, 
He who each feather fashioned and 
colored, 
Back to the Northland has called them 
to go. 


Final Tests Before Graduation 


Are believers being peculiarly tried 
in these days? It would seem so. Cer- 
tainly they have gone through fiery 
trials in many of the countries of the 
world during the last fifteen years. The 
Chinese have suffered under the Com- 
munists, then under the Japanese, now 
under the Communists again; Christians 
throughout the whole of Europe and 
Russia have been trodden under foot by 
the ‘Nazis and the Communists; and the 
faithful in Spain, Italy, and Latin 
American countries have suffered bit- 
terly under the Roman Catholics. Chris- 
tian people in the United States have not 
suffered as others in foreign lands, and 
they have enjoyed the greatest comforts 
of life and been free from persecution 
in the shape of physical violence for 
the most part. But it seems now that 
many are being severely tested in new 
and unusual ways. One constantly hears 
of tragic accidents, long-drawn-out ill- 
nesses, the failures of Christian men, 
and family and church troubles that 
bring mental anguish. But it is still true 
for the Christian that “we know that all 
things work together for good to them 
that love God, to them who are the 
called according to his purpose” (Rom. 
8:28), and God will teach us many pre- 


~ 


cious lessons in patience and trust if we 
will let Him. There is probably no one 
who either does not have real troubles 
in his own family or does not know of 
them in his circle of friends. More than 
a year ago Mrs. Edith M. Gunderson, 
mother of Vivian D. Gundérson, the 
TrmeEs lesson writer, met with a ter- 
rible accident and is only just now be- 
ginning to get about again. Not long 
ago in a letter to the Editor she wrote: 
“I want to thank you for the choice book 
you sent me long ago, when to be read 
to for five minutes seemed all I could 
bear. It was a help and cheer during 
the months of great pain .. . the Lord 
is so precious to me, and I have never 
doubted for one moment His perfect wis- 
dom and love in testing me thus. His 
coming seems so near that many of His 
own are getting their ‘final tests’ before 
graduation day —that ‘morning without 
clouds’!” What a glorious day that will 
be when the Lord Jesus comes back for 
the Church! One thinks of those lines 
in Henry Alford’s great hymn: “Oh, 
then what raptured’ greetings On 
Canaan’s happy shore, What knitting 
severed friendships up, Where partings 
are no more! Then eyes with joy shall 
sparkle, That brimmed with tears of late, 
Orphans no longer fatherless, Nor 
widows desolate.” 


~ 


V. The Manner of Prayer 


This is the fifth of six editorials by Dr. Ernest M. Wadsworth, director 
of the Great Commission Prayer League, condensed from a series entitled 


“The Academy of Prayer” 


God to have divine teaching on pro- 

cedure in prayer. This heavenly in- 
struction comes to us, as it did to early 
disciples, through God’s anointed One. 
We learn how to pray from the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 


T IS the privilege of every child of 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“But God commendeth his love 
toward us, in that, while we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for us” 
(Rom. 5:8). 








given over Radio Station WMBI, Chicago. 


Let us turn to His prayer which 
teaches us how to pray. It tells what 
deportment should distinguish us as we 
address God, who has condescended to 
be our Father and admits us into His 
presence as suppliants, 

Let us hear,’as if we were actually 
sitting under His instruction, what He 
says are to be the main features in our 
prayers. He said: 

“After this manner therefore pray ye: 
Our Father which art in heaven, Hal- 
lowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done in earth, as it is in 
heaven, Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive-us our debts, as we 
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forgive our debtors, And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, for ever. Amen” (Matt. 
6:9-13). 

Keep in mind the manner as well as 
matter when you approach God in 
prayer. And of the two, the manner is 
the more important. How we approach 
God is very important. Some overlook 
this point. They seem more wrapped 
up in what they want God to do for 
them, than in what God wants them 
to be and to do in prayer. So bear 
with me while I set forth Christ’s teach- 
ing on our approach and order of peti- 
tions to be presented to Him in suppli- 
cations. 

This normal behavior at the Mercy 
Seat is the rule for all approaches to 
God our Maker, Redeemer, Friend, and 
Father. If you study our Lord’s Prayer, 
you will discover that He mentions four 
features. These four characteristics ap- 
pear in the praying people of the Bible, 
and in the worshiping hosts in Heaven. 
And when we have these things in us 
we can offer prayers to God. Consider, 
therefore, that we must have reverence, 
benevolence, earnestness, and confidence 
in our praying. 


I. We Must HAveE REVERENCE IN 
Our PRAYERS 

“Our Father which art in heaven, hal- 
lowed be thy name.” 

Reverence is the first essential in seek- 
ing the face of God. He that cometh 
to God must believe that He is God. He 
is to be had in reverence of all them 
that are round about Him. Angels veil 
their faces before Him and the hosts in 
Heaven ascribe honor, glory, and blessing 
to Him. Much more should we who are 
of the dust, and of yesterday, and one- 
time enemies of God in our minds by 
wicked works, bow lowly before Him. 
Appreciate His willingness to be your 
FATHER, and to make you His child 
by adoption in Christ Jesus. That re- 
lationship should humble us. We were 
naturally sinners. Only His love could 
prompt Him to choose us in Christ be- 
fore the foundation of the world. And 
that love prompted Him to call us unto 
Himself by Christ Jesus, and His lov- 
ing-kindness extends grace upon grace 
to us not only in time, but in eternity. 
These facts should thrill us, and fill us 
with wonder, love, and praise. They 
should make us say, “I will go... unto 
God my exceeding joy”! and lead us to 
say one to another, “O come, let us wor- 
ship and bow down: let us kneel before 
the Lord our maker”; for “it is he that 
hath made us, and not we ourselves.” 
Moses put off his shoes when on holy 
ground. He hid his face, for he was 
afraid to look upon the glory of God. 
Isaiah said, “Woe is me! for I am un- 
done; because I am a man of unclean 
lips.” Daniel had no strength left in 
him at the sight of God’s glory: and 
John, on Patmos, “fell at his feet as 
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dead,” as he saw the brightness of 
Christ's glory. 

In these days when there is a great 
lack of worship in approaches to God, 
the right attitude for us is the worship- 
ful one. Adoration should be the first 
conscious act in approaching God. 

Worship is to be your first act in 
prayer. This cannot be stressed too 
much. We live in an age when irrever- 
ence is general. Even in our hymnology 
we note the shift from God-conscious- 
ness to self-consciousness in an increas- 
ing number of hymns of the “I am” and 
“I have” variety. In more worshipful 
days than ours the hymns were of the 
“Thou art,” and “Thou hast” kind. Con- 
sciousness of God is the best. preparative 
for prayer. Follow the good course of 
King David, “While I was musing the 
fire [of worship] burned.” The Book 
of books and the hymnbook are good 
helps in worship. John Wesley loved 
Watts’ version of Psalm 146. His last 
words on earth were the first words of 
this hymn. Short of breath and dying, 
he said: 

“T'll praise” — “I'll 
This hymn he edited: 
I'll praise my Maker while I've breath, 
And when my voice is lost in death, 
Praise shall employ my nobler powers: 

My days of praise shall ne’er be past 

While life, and thought, and being, last, 

Or immortality endures. 

—Wesley’s Journal, Vol. IV, pp. 523- 
525. 

II. We Must Have BENEVOLENCE IN 

Our PRAYERS 

“Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done 
in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors.” 

God’s character is perfectly benevo- 
lent, “God is love.” And His people should 
be benevolent. This is to be their chief 
characteristic in life and labor. “By this 
shall all men know that ye are my dis- 
ciples, if ye have love one to another” 
(John 13:35). Benevolence reaches out 


praise |” 





Coming Next Week 


EXT week’s Ministers and 
Superintendents Number of 
THe SuNDAY ScHOOL TIMEs will be 
an issue you will not want to miss, 
even if you are neither a pastor 
nor a superintendent. Dr. Arthur 
Petrie of the Simpson Bible In- 
stitute, Seattle, in his article, “The 
Bible— Our Lord’s Book,” will 
show how the Lord Jesus used the 
Word in His earthly ministry. 
“Preaching Sermons Not Your 
Own,” by the Rev. C. J. Boppell, is 
a challenging appeal, not against 
plagiarism, but for Spirit-filled, 
expository preaching. It will be in 
next week’s TIMEs, as will also an 
account of the recent revival in 
Columbia, S, C. 














April 15, 1959 


to God and to all men and especially , 
the household of faith. It is alway; 
active and prayerful. The benevoley 
soul prays for all men, but especially 
for fellow members of the body g 
Christ. God’s benevolence is infinite 
ours finite. When God gets our whok 
regard we express our love to Him by 
loving all that are begotten of God. Loy. 
ing them on our knees is loving them jp 
the best way possible. For when w 
pray for a person, we are ready to d 
whatever God would have us do to help 
that person. We work toward the ap. 
swer to our prayers. In this spirit the 
Christian makes life’s adjustments. Loye 
delights in the utmost good to the great. 
est number of people, Benevolent prayers 
make for great ministries Godward and 


(Continued on page 334) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Why Was Pure Gold Used? 


When discussing the furnishings of 
the Tabernacle, I was asked why they 
used pure gold. 

I asked, if it represented deity, 
should it not be pure? 

A young man countered, “Pure gold 
would not be durable enough.” 


To that I had no answer. Some light 
on the question will be apprecia 


Thank you for the Trmes. It has 
been a source of inspiration for many, 
many years.—A Georgia reader. 
There were at least two good answers 

that this teacher might have given to 
meet the objection. But perhaps, like 
some of the rest of us, he has “belated 
inspirations,” and he may have thought 
of the answers since he wrote his let- 
ter. It is easier for an editor to find an- 
swers as he takes time to ponder readers 
questions prayerfully and with the Bible 
before him —though readers can think 
up more questions than an editor can 
ever answer—than it is for a teacher 
to discover them on the spur of the mo- 
ment in a Bible class. 

The teacher himself gave a good an- 
swer when he said that since the gold 
in the Tabernacle represented the Deity 
it ought to be pure. Two other things 
may be said. 

To object that “pure gold would not 
be durable enough” is a criticism o 
God’s instructions, and therefore implies 
—though certainly not intentionally- 
that one knows better than He what 
materials should have been used in the 
Tabernacle. For “pute gold” is specif- 
cally mentioned repeatedly in the it- 
structions which God gave to Moses for 
the building of the Tabernacle, as i 
Exodus 25:11, 17, 24; 30:3; 37:2, 6, 11, % 

A second answer is that the Tabernacle 
was not a permanent building to last for 
centuries, and therefore pure gold was 
durable enough for the pieces of furmi- 
ture in which it was used in the Taber 
nacle. 
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Solving Your Problems With Your Own Resources 


Tested methods used by two Sunday schools to avoid a summer slump, 


How We Secured Needed 
Equipment 
By Mrs. K. T. Postiethwaite 


UR church was a small one, and 

funds were scarce. What the church 
officers considered essential they had, 
of course, provided. But Sunday school 
teachers think of many things as essen- 
tial that are not always placed in that 
category by church officers. 


What Sunday school doesn’t need a 
blackboard? Well, of course, many never 
have one and still do a fine job with 
their pupils, but the writer happens to 
be a Sunday schoo] teacher who likes 
plenty of blackboard space. We didn’t 
have one in our Sunday school, and no 
funds with which to buy one. But we 
did have a Daily Vacation Bible school 
coming up, and one of the classes of that 
school was to be a class of junior high 
boys. What better extra-curricular ac- 
tivity for them than making a black- 
board? That’s exactly what was planned, 
and the plan was duly executed. We 
didn’t think to ask the boys when it was 
all over whether or not they enjoyed 
their project, but they did know that 
they were doing something real for their 
Sunday school, and such knowledge 
brings a sense of satisfaction. Certainly 
the teacher who later used that black- 
board got much satisfaction from 
using it. 

To have flowers in a church to make 
itmore attractive is no small thing. But 
our trouble was that we had no place to 
put a vase of flowers except on a table 
down in front of the pulpit. Many times 
we longed to have more flowers, but 
where could we put them? The pianist 
didn’t like to have them on the piano, 
and the choir rail was a round rod which 
would hold nothing but the curtain. The 
floor was rather low, and there was just 
no other table or anything around that 
might hold the flowers. Again, our Va- 
tation Bible School boys were called 
upon, this time to make two flower 
stands, one for either side of the pulpit. 
Again the class of junior high boys got 
busy, and this time we received from 
them two pretty flower stands. And the 

flowers, lifting their heads 
proudly from those stands, added God’s 
Own beauty to our house of worship. 

And speaking of Daily Vacation Bible 
Schools, the teacher of the older boys 
and girls was stumped one year as to 
the course of study to be offered. In an 
Unguarded moment in a Sunday evening 
fellowship group she had asked some 
time earlier, “How would you like to make 


sand to obtain needed equipment 


Last fall the Times conducted a prize 
contest on six topics of special in- 
terest to present-day Sunday schools. 
These two were the best in their 
particular subjects, and they offer 
valuable suggestions that may solve 
a problem in your school. The four 
other winning articles will appear 
sometime before July 1, and many 
others, not prize winners, but still 
full of excellent ways of working 
hints, will appear from time to time 
throughout the year. 








a model of the Tabernacle some time?” 
not really thinking that they would 
ask her over and over to do just that. 
They had had a lesson on the Tabernacle 
and had found it quite interesting, so 
the above question, so lightly asked, 
brought forth repeated requests from the 
boys and girls. She put them off each 
time — until Daily Vacation Bible School 
came up again. Again they asked, “Why 
can’t we make a Tabernacle during Va- 
cation Bible School?” What could she 
do? She couldn’t very well get out of 
this one, so she promised that their 
handwork period would be devoted to 
making a model of the Tabernacle and 
its furniture. 


She had not the least idea how to be- 
gin such a thing, but she was committed 
to it, and the advance study and plan- 
ning began. She decided that while the 
handwork period would be devoted to 
the making of the Tabernacle, the Bible 
study period would be given to a study 
of the Tabernacle service, the various 
offerings, and how they picture our sal- 
vation today — answering such questions 
as: What was that early church in the 
wilderness like? How did it compare 
with ours? What was the Tabernacle 
service like? How did it compare with 
our church service today? How were 
the Children of Israel in those long ago 
days saved? How did their salvation 
compare with ours? 

The Book of Exodus gives a detailed 
description of the Tabernacle, so plans 
for building the model were worked out 
to scale, entered in her notebook, to be 
worked on by the boys and girls. A 
study of the first several chapters of 
Leviticus and Dr. Turnbull’s excellent 
book on “Studying the Book of Leviti- 
cus” gave the material for the Bible 
study. Needless to say, the two weeks 
cf that Vacation Bible School brought 
a rich and satisfying experience. Fur- 
ther, that model of the Tabernacle was 
used in more than one Sunday school 


after that for special programs and for 
Bible study. 

A valuable lesson was learned by the 
teacher during the carrying out of that 
project. She was ready with sugges- 
tions as to how the various parts of the 
Tabernacle and its furniture might be 
made —all except the golden candle- 
stick. How in the world could that be 
made? She was not able to figure it 
out; but one of the boys in the class had 
no trouble with it at all. In assigning 
different articles of the furniture to the 
various members of the class, she said 
to one of the boys, “Charles, suppose 
you make the candlestick. Just select 
the materials you will need from our 
box” (a large box containing all sorts 
of odds and ends which had been 
brought for possible use). The teacher 
almost held her breath for fear Charles 
might ask how to go about it. But 
Charles selected some wire, some beads, 
an all-day-sucker stick, and a spool. His 
completed seven-branched candlestick, 
painted with gilt paint, was a work of 
art. The teacher breathed a sigh of re- 
lief, and looked at Charles with a new 
respect. She had learned much during 
those two weeks, and during her weeks 
of preparation. She had also found that 
she could learn some things from her 
pupils. 

Sometimes a lack of funds can prove 
a blessing — especially when boys and 
girls are put to work, and through that 
work learn valuable lessons. 


Ocean City, Mb. 


Avoiding That Summer Slump 
By Hazel M. Strauss 


HERE are many different types of 
programs one could adopt in con- 
@ucting a summer program to arouse 
increased interest on the part of 
scholars. The suggestions here given 
were chosen from material used in con- 
ducting summer programs in the Sun- 
day school of which I am a member. 
We tried to keep in mind the thought 
of using as many people from the school 
as possible. A good devotional period 
or song service is important, remember- 
ing that time must not be stolen from 
the lesson-teaching period, and that the 
service is not to be unduly prolonged 
even though a number of interesting 
features are used. The orchestra should 
be playing about three or five minutes 
before the actual opening time. This 
will encourage promptness, and the 
music will still be enjoyed by the 
majority of people as they assemble, 
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While it is increased attendance we 
are aiming at, nevertheless we want to 
emphasize the importance of conse- 
crated teachers and officers to man our 
staff. There is no advantage in bring- 
ing larger numbers into the Sunday 
school at any time, if we do not give 
them spiritual food when they come. 
With this in mind, you will want to 
offer awards for perfect attendance, and 
also to those who have missed no 
more than two or three Sundays during 
the time set aside for the summer pro- 
gram. 

Dividing the main school and depart- 
ments into groups for an attendance 
contest will bring good results. A labge 
chart in a promirent place and kept up 
to date each Sunday showing progress 
of classes or departments helps to main- 
tain interest. 

Use a different person each Sunday 
to take care of directing the music, 
reading the Scriptures, and the open- 
ing prayer. A short talk on the lesson 
or on the program itself will help make 
the sessions more interesting. 

An old-fashioned “roll call” of one 
class cach Sunday, called by a mem- 
ber of that class from the desk, proves 
interesting, especially if the school does 
not know which class will be called upon 
from Sunday to Sunday. 

Have a large poster with several let- 
ters on it placed tefore the school to 
arouse curiosity about two weeks be- 
fore the summer program starts. These 
letters should represent a Christian 
slogan — for example, “V. T. C.” would 
stand for “Victory Through Christ”; 
“G. I. G.,” “Grow in Grace”; “S. T. S. 
T. A.” “Study To Show Thyself Ap- 
proved”; and the like. Then have a 
five-minute telk by a different member 
each Sunday on what they suggest that 
the letters represent. The slogan is to 
be kept secret, with the pastor or super- 
intendent having the correct answer in 
a sealed envelope to be opened at the 
end of the summer program, and an 
award given to the one coming nearest 
to guessing the slogan. 

Another feature could be called “A 
Charge To Keep.” The entire Sunday 
schoo] is divided into pairs. Each mem- 
ber is given anoth:r member as his 
charge. It is the duty of each individual 
to see that his charge is present each 
Sunday. The result wil! be that each 
member will have someone to loc" after, 
and he in turn will be given personal 
attention by receiving a visit, phone call, 
or card when absent. 

To develop this system further you can 
incorporate the following plan, which is 
bound to bring results. Three contacts 
are made with the same absentee in one 
week, by different members of his or 
her clcss. Slips that can be used for 
assignments could carry the necessary 
information. such as: 
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Grace Evangelical Sunday School 
Summer Program 
Your assignment for the week: 

Please call at the home of this scholar, 
who has not attended for the last 
Sundays, inviting him or her to attend dur- 
ing <he Sundays of our Summer Program. 
Someone else will write a card, and _ still 
another will telephone the home of this 
scholar during this week. 
Scholar's name 
Address 





Grace Evangelical Sunday School 
Summer Program 
Your assignment for the week: 

P’ease drop a card to this scholar, who has 
not attended for the last —-—— Sundays, in- 
viing him or her to attend during the Sun- 
d:ys of our Summer Program. Someone else 
will telephone, and still another will visit 
the home of this scholar during this week. 
Scholar’s name 
Address 


Grace Evangelical Sunday School 
Summer Program 
Your assignment for the week: 

Please telephone (if phone available) to this 
scholar, who has not dttended for the last 
-——- Sundays, inviting him or her to attend 
during the Sundays of our Summer Program. 
Someone else will write a card, and still an- 
other will call at the home of this scholar 
during this week. 

Scholar’s name 
Address 


Appoint someone in each class to keep 
a record of assignments to enable a 
thorough fcllow-up system. 

The following is one that requires 
some work, but it is worth it, end it 
aids in stimulating attendance. Divide 
the school into three groups combining 
classes so as to give about the same 
membership for each group. Each class 
is listed as to name and winter attend- 
ance average. Groups can be designated 
as “Red Knights,” “White Crusaders,” 
“Blue Champions,” and the like, and 
each group has a captain. Mimeographed 
copies of the chart should be given to 
each scholar so that each may keep a 
record of his or her class. 
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The features in the entire summer pr. 
gram our schcol used this past summer 
covering the period from June 12 
September 11 inclusive, follow: 

1. Awards and special recognition tp 
all having perfect attendance. 

2. Celebration party in fall for all ap. 
sent not more than three Sundays. 

3. A class assigned to be in charg 
each Sunday, supplying (a) someone ty 
lead in Scripture reading, (b) someone 
to offer opening prayer, (c) a speci) 
vocal or musical number. 

4. Selected choristers for each Sunday, 

5. Attendance contest— women an! 
girls vs. men and boys displayed on , 
large chart in main school, and based 
on winter average of classes. 

6. Speakers on Bible incident riddle 
to be supplied. You'll not want to miss 
hearing them, even if they don’t find 
the answer. 

7. Answer box for all members ty 
guess answer to riddles. Box will be 
removed before speaker begins, and best 
correct answer will receive weekly 
award. 

The following will illustrate featur 
Nc. 6, and is only one of the many fine 
riddles written by our superintendert. 

This Bible incident does concern 

Circumstances taking a decided turn, 


Causing a man in high estate 

Another man’s wife on a trip to take 

And not alone did they proceed, 

To take another they had need; 

Related was he to this traveling man, 

Though named a “stranger” since life 
began. 

And still a fourth would go along, 

Kin to the woman, there would be mn 
wrong; 

The name of this fourth you will find 
perchance, 

Means “God is my help and deliverance’ 

The destination is now at hand, 

They finally before their objective stand; 

Who is to all four travelers related 

By blood or marriage, so ‘tis stated. 


The answer was found in Exodus 18: 
1-5, and, in this case, was also presented 
in verse form. 

FULLERTON, Pa, 


Ill. Rome’s Intolerance and Persecution 


The terrible Inquisition and its efforts to stamp out “heresy” 


ECULAR historians have given us a 

graphic picture of Romanism at the 
height of its power. Gibbon, in his “De- 
cline and Fall of the Roman Empire,” 
says: “In the seventh century. the 
church had relapsed into the semblance 
of paganism. In the long period of 1200 
years that elapscd between the reign of 
Constantine and the Reformation of 
Luther, the worship of saints and relics 
corrupted the pure and perfect simplic- 
ity of the Christian model.” Lecky, in 
his “History of. European Morals,” says: 
“The Dark Ages, as the period of Cath- 
olie ascendancy is iustly cailed. should 
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probably be placed, in all intellectual 
virtues, lower than any other period it 
the history of mankind.” The height 
of papal power was reached in the thit- 
teenth century during the pontificates a 








Inriocent III, Honorius III, Gregory IX 
Celes‘in IV, Innocent IV, Alexander JV, 
Urban IV, Clement IV, Gregory X, Inno- 
cent V, Adrian V, John XX, Nicholas Ill 
Martin IV, Honorius IV, Nicholas IV, Cel 
estin V, and Boniface VIII; during whith 
period superstition was at its height, the 
Crusades were in progress, the Inquis- 
tion was in full play, and “heretie’ 
were relentlessly persecuted: a warfare 
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that is still being waged in Catholic 
countries all over the world, a fact that 
Protestant missionaries amply confirm. 

A few items from the pages of history 
may serve to document Catholic intol- 
erance. In 1163 the Council of Tours 
denounced the Bible-reading Albigenses 
as heretics, and proscribed them. In 
1179 the Third Lateran Council, under 
the same Pope, issued a decree against 
all heretics, refusing them Christian 
purial and forbidding anyone to harbor 
them. In 1183 Pope Lucius III issued a 
bull against all heretics and ordered the 
Inquisition to suppress them. In 1198 
Pope Innocent III charged his prelates 
to suppress heresy and employ arms for 
the purpose. In 1215 the Fourth Lateran 
Council urged more zeal in the extirpa- 
tion of heresy. In 1227 the Council of 
Narbonne, and later the Council of Tou- 
louse, followed the same course, com- 
pelling children to inform on their par- 
ents, and forbidding the Scriptures to 
the laity. In 1221 the Pope issued a de- 
qree that heretics condemned by an 
geclesiastical court should be delivered 
to the civil court for “due punishment,” 
which was death by fire for the obstinate, 
and life imprisonment for the penitent. 
This was strictly enforced by Gregory 
IX, who, as Catholic historians admit, 
was “most severe” even by Catholic 
standards, as is otherwise apparent from 
his ferocious bulls. 

There are many historical instances 
of this fanatical spirit of persecution. 
It was rampant in England between 1360 
and 1380 against Wycliffe and his fol- 
lowers, the Lollards. Forty years later 
it fared up in Bohemia against John 
Huss, who because he preached against 
corruption, and advocated ecclesiastical 
reform at a time when two rival popes 
were contending for supremacy, was 
condemned as a heretic by the Council 
of Constance, and burned at the stake 
on July 6, 1415. In Italy between 1464 
and 1490 it was centered against Savon- 
arola, the great medieval preacher of 
tighteousness, who like Huss, was con- 
demned as a heretic and his body 
burned. Rack and gibbet, fire and sword 
were used relentlessly to destroy the 
humble followers of Christ whose only 
offense was that they refused to rev- 
erence the Pope as Vicar of Christ. 

For several centuries there was a con- 
foversy in the Roman Church as to the 
telative authority of the decisions of a 
Church council and the bulls (Latin, 
bulla, seal) of a pope. In the time of 
Charles IV there were two popes, Greg- 
ory XII-and Benedict XIII. One pope 
Blessed those whom the other pope 
tursed. This caused a great schism in 
the Church, and in 1409 the Council of 
Cardinals met in Pisa to settle the mat- 
fr. As authority for their action, the 
founcil adopted the principle that it per- 
Snified the Church and was therefore 
fbove the Pope. In accordance with this 
Pinciple, the council deposed both popes 
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and proclaimed a ban on them both as 
heretics and schismatics, and twelve days 
later elected a new pope, Alexander V. 
However, he was a weak and spineless 
old man and the schism only grew 
worse, with the result that Christendom 
now had three popes. 

In 1410 Pope Alexander V died, and 
Balthasar Cosa was elected in his place 
as Pope John XXIII. This choice was 
even worse, for there were still three 
popes, and John XXIII was of such in- 
famous character that he was called the 
“diavolo cardinale.” Four years later 
a great council was convened which em- 
braced the whole Catholic world. This 
was the Council of Constance, which 
opened November 5, 1414, and was dis- 
solved April 22, 1418. It was convened 
by King Sigismund and Pope John 
XXIII; and the two other rival popes, 
Gregory XII and Benedict XIII, were 
invited to attend; and during its 45 ses- 
sions, more than 72,000 persons were in 
attendance. The council succeeded in 
composing the schism that rent the 
Church by deposing Pope John XXIII, 
and definitely ousting the two other 
rival popes, and electing as single head 
of the Church, Otto of Colonna as Pope 
Martin V, who succeeded in restoring 
the papacy to its old glory and power. 
The council’s indictment of Pope John 
“He is regarded through- 
out the world as an oppressor of the 
poor, a persecutor of the just, support 
and stay of the unjust, the prop of 
simonists, an adorer of the flesh, the 
paragon of vices, enemy of every vir- 
tue, mirror of meanness; he neglects the 
general assembly because he is always 
sunk in sleep or in the midst of his 
pleasures, and all who know him speak 
of him as the devil incarnate.” He was 
so disgraced that no pope after him 
might take the name of John, yet he 
remained a cardinal, and was reinstated 
in many offices and honors. When John 
Huss was called before the council for 
trial, he asked. whether Balthasar. Cosa 
was a true pope or not rather a thief 
and a robber, and King Sigismund re- 
plied that the council firmly held that 
he was a true pope; but for his notorious 
acts of shame with which he offended 
the Church of God, and for his misuse 
of Church goods he was deposed. Only 
the Catholic mind is capable of such 
casuistry. 

With the Church united under one 
head, there was still a controversy as to 
whether the decisions of a Church coun- 
cil were equally infallible with the bulls 
of a pope. This question was not set- 
tled until as recently as 1870, when a 
decision of the Vatican Council (1869- 
1870) decreed that the bulls of the Pope 
when delivered ex cathedra, that is, 
“from the chair,” by which is meant the 
chair of St. Peter, are infallible; more- 


over that the decision of a Church coun-' 


cil is not infallible until confirmed by 
(Continued on page 334) 
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The 1950 
Christian Fellowship Tour 


HE itinerary folders for the 1950 

Christian Fellowship Tour, which 
will be the eleventh tour sponsored by 
The Sunday School Times Company and 
planned and operated by the Northern 
Pacific Railway Company, are now 
available. 

This eleventh Christian Fellowship 
Tour will originate, as usual, in Chicago, 
from which point the party will leave 
Monday night, July 3, traveling west- 
bound on the Northern Pacific’s North 
Coast Limited train. 

The first point at which the party will 
leave the train will be at Billings, Mont., 
from whence motor coaches will take 
the party over the spectacular Red Lodge 
“Skyline” Highway into the recently 
opened Sunlight Basin Country of Wyo- 
ming to Cody, Wyo. The return to 
Billings will be over the C.B.&Q. R.R. 

Arriving at Seattle on July 7, the 
group will visit Mt. Rainier National 
Park, again traveling by motor coach, 
and staying overnight at Paradise Inn. 

From Seattle, the travelers will turn 
northward, this time using the steamers 
of the Puget Sound Navigation Com- 
pany and the Canadian Pacific Steam- 
ship Company to visit Victoria, B, C., 
and Vancouver, B. C. 

At Vancouver, on July 10, the group 
will board the Union Steamships Ltd., 
S.S. Chilcotin, for a ten-day cruise in the 
sheltered waters of the Inside Passage 
to Alaska, stopping at such ports as Ket- 
chikan, Juneau, and Skagway, Alaska. 
Skagway is the famous town at which 
prospectors disembarked during the 
Alaska gold rush days of ’98. From here, 
prospectors went by foot and mule pack 
over the famous Chilkoot Pass to the 
headwaters of the Yukon River. The 
Christian Fellowship party will follow 
that trail part way, but in the com- 
fortable railroad coaches of the White 
Pass and Yukon Railroad to Lake Ben- 
nett, Fraser Lake, Summit Lake, Thomp- 
son Falls, and Carcross, where a sur- 
prise cruise by lake steamer on Lake 
Tagish awaits the party, before return- 
ing the following day to the steamer 
at Skagway. 

The journey will turn homeward from 
here, again following the Inside Passage. 
Stops will be made at Sitka and Metla- 
katla, Alaska, and Prince Rupert, the 
Gardner Canal, Butedale, and Ocean 
Falls, B. C., before reaching Vancouver. 

From this point the Canadian Pacific 
Railway will carry the party eastward 
to Field, B. C. Again motor coaches 
will be used to take the group for a 
sight-seeing tour in the famous Cana- 
dian Rockies, including Emerald Lake, 
Yoho Valley, and Lake Louise and Banff. 
Leaving Banff by way of the Canadian 
Pacific Railway, the journey home will 
continue via the Soo line and the 


(Continued on page 334) 





322 (6) ¢@ 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


International Uniform Lesson 





April 15, 1950 


LESSON 5. APRIL 30. AMOS TEACHES ABOUT WORSHIP 
Amos; printed text, 4:4; 5:4-9, 14, 15, 21-24 
Golden Text.—Let judgment run down as waters, and righteousness as a mighty stream.—Amos 5:24 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Amos 4:4 Come to Beth-el, and transgress; 
transgression; and bring your sacrifices every morning, and your 


tithes after three years. 


Cheap. 5:4 For thus saith the Lorp unto 
Seek ye me, and ye shall live: 


5 But seek not Beth-el, nor enter into Gilgal, and pass not to 
Beer-sheba: for Gilgal shall surely go into captivity, and Beth-el 


shall come to nought. 
6 Seek the Lorp, and ye shall live; 


to quench it in Beth-el. 


7 Ye who turn judgment to wormwood, and leave off right- 


eousness in the earth, 


8 Seek him that maketh the seven stars and Orion, and turneth 
the shadow of death into the morning, and maketh the day dark 
with night: that calleth for the waters of the sea, and poureth 
them out upon the face of the earth: The Lorp is his name: 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

PEAKING by divine inspiration, 
S Amos exposed the hypocrisy of 

those in Israel and Judah who pro- 
fessed to be worshiping the Lord, while 
their hearts were far from Him. Living 
in open disobedience to His holy Law, 
they hoped to placate an offended God 
with sacrifices and offerings and with 
ceremonial observances of various kinds, 
forgetting that His holy eye beheld all 
their evil ways and He refused to accept 
their empty religious observances. In 
every age He has looked for reality in 
those who professed to draw nigh unto 
Him. Aways, as now, worship had to be 
according to truth to be acceptable to 
Him. Mere outward rites and cere- 
monies could never satisfy Him. It is 
the adoration of grateful hearts and the 
praises of those who love and obey Him 
in which He delights, 

Many in our day make the mistake of 
supposing that He finds pleasure in their 
attendance upon church services, in sing- 
ing hymns, and repeating prayers, while 
they are living selfishly and have never 
even turned to Him in repentance and 
owned Christ as Saviour and Lord. But 
all such practices mean nothing to Him 
until the heart is right with Him and 
the forgiven soul seeks to walk in obe- 
dience to His Word. 


The Historical Setting 

Amos prophesied during the reigns of 
Uzziah, king of Judah, and Jeroboam II, 
king of Israel. In their days, both king- 
doms were remarkably prosperous in 
material things, but spirituality and even 
ordinary mcrality were at a very low 
ebb. 


the house of Israel, 


lest he break out like 
fire in the house of Joseph, and devour it, and there be none 


9 That strengtheneth the spoiled against the strong, so that 


at Gilgal multiply 


the spoiled shall come against the fortress. 


14 Seek good, and not evil, that ye may live: and so the Lom 
the God of hosts, shall be with you, as ye have spoken. 


15 Hate the evil, and love the good, and establish judgment jp 


the gate: it may be that the Lorp God of hosts will be gracious 


unto the remnant of Joseph. 


21 I hate, I despise your feast days, and I will not smell » 
your solemn assemblies. 


22 Though ye offer me burnt-offerings and your meat-offerings 


of your fat beasts. 


I will not accept them: neither will I regard the peace-offerings 


23 Take thou away from me the noise of thy songs; for I wij 


as a mighty stream. 


“ % % S 


Verse by Verse 

Amos 4:4—“Come to Beth-el, and 
transgress; at Gilgal multiply transgres- 
sion.” It was at Bethel that the first 
Jeroboam had set up one of the golden 
calves as a center of Israel’s false wor- 
ship. Gilgal was the place where, in 
Joshua’s days, the reproach of Egypt had 
been rolled away. Evidently a shrine of 
some kind had been erected there. 
Ironically the prophet calls upon the 
people to repair to these places and of- 
fer their sacrifices — sacrifices, however, 
which God could not accept. 

Chap. 5:4, 5—‘“Seek ye me, and ye 
shall live.” The virgin of Israel had 
fallen so low that she could never rise 
again — that is, so far as her own voli- 
tion was concerned; nor were there any 
of her leaders who could raise her up. 
But God still entreated, crying in the 
ears of any who might heed, “Seek ye 
me, ‘and ye shall live.” None could de- 
liver save He from whom they had 
grievously departed. 

Verse 6.—“Seek the Lord, and ye shall 
live.” The nation had gone far from 
God, as manifested by the immorality, 
the drunkenness, the idolatry, and other 
flagrant offenses against Law, both di- 
vine and human, that characterized the 
people of Israel. The only way to recov- 
ery was to turn again to the Lord and 
seek His face. In the path of obedience 
they would find life and blessing. 

Verse 7.—“Ye who turn judgment to 
wormwood.” That is, they considered 
the will of God as something bitter and 
unpleasant. So they left off righteous- 
ness and preferred to walk in their own 
ways. 

Verse 8.—‘“Seek him that maketh the 
seven stars and Orion.” The God who 
created the Pleiades and the various con- 
stellations, the omnipotent and om- 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 


not hear the melody of thy viols. 
24 But let judgment run down as waters, ahd righteousness 


the Inter. 


niscient One, alone is worthy of worship 
and allegiance, 


Verse 9—“That_ strengtheneth the 
spoiled against the strong.” Jehovah is 
the defender of the weak who trust in 
Him, enabling them to overcome their 
mighty foes, who soon find they have 
to contend not with human might alone, 
but with the omnipotence of God Hin- 
self. When His people are in a right 
condition of soul, they need not fear the 
wiles of the Devil, nor what man can 
do to them. Note in this connection 
Philippians 1:27, 28. 


Verse 14.—“Seek good, and not evil” 
It is never right to compromise with 
iniquity. The Lord of hosts, who knows 
the innermost thoughts of the heart, will 
be with those who follow after right- 
eousness and refrain from all that is con- 
trary to goodness and decency. 


Verse 15.—“Hate the evil, and love the 
good’. . . it may be that the Lord God 
of hosts will be gracious.” Judgment 
had been pronounced already against the 
northern kingdom (of which Ephraim 
and Manasseh, the descendents of Joseph, 
were the leading tribes) ; but ifrepentance 
were evident God might still intervéne 
on behalf of Judah, at least to the ex- 
tent of deferring the threatened judg- 
ment, and thus giving His people the 
opportunity to demonstrate the sincerity 
of their professed subjection to His 
Word. 


Verse 21.—“I despise your feast days.” 
Religious formalities are revolting # 
God when not accompanied by right 
eousness of life and true self-judgment 


Verse 22.—“Though ye offer me burnt- 
offerings and your meat-offerings, I will 
not accept them.” Samuel declared, long 
before, that obedience is better than 
sacrifice. The outward forms and cert 
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monies of religion mean nothing to God 
if the heart is not right with Him. 

Verse 23.—“I will not hear the melody 
of thy viols.” Beautiful anthems and 
well-played instruments bring no joy to 
God when wick-dness goes on unre- 
buked and unrepented of. 

Verse 24.—“Let judgment run down as 
waters, and righteousness as a mighty 
stream.” It is this that pleases God: 
when those who ca’l themselves by His 
name carry out the principles of justice, 
and practice righteousness, 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Jehovah expresses His abhorrehce and 
detestation of religious rites and cere- 
monies which are used to cover up in- 
iquity, as though God could be appeased 
by ceremonial observances by those who 
persisted in sin. The feasts and solemn 
assemblies here referred to were those 
He Himself had commanded (see Lev. 
2%; Deut. 26), but which were only ac- 
ceptable to Him when accompanied by 
rectitude of life on the part of those 
who draw near to Him in faith. 

The offerings prescribed by the Law 
of Moses all typified the person and work 
of God’s blessed Son, and were divinely 
commanded. But when wicked men 
drew near to His altar with their sac- 
tifices, which they presumptuously of- 
fered, He refused to receive or acknowl- 
edge them. It was not that the offerings 
were wrong or opposed to His will, but 
the people were wrong because they 
lived in gross self-indulgence and yet 
dared to come into His courts with their 
gifts as though nothing had happened 
toincur His disfavor. 


Lesson Outline 
1. Divine sarcasm (Amos 4:4) 
. Exhortation (chap 5:4-9) 
. Rejection (v, 10) 
. Condemnation (vs, 11-13) 
. Reformation (vs, 14, 15) 
. Disapprobation (vs, 21-23) 
. Admonition (v. 24) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

Kimah and Kesil, These are the He- 
brew words used in verse 8 translated 
‘he seven stars and Orion.” In the 
Book of Job (38:31) the same terms are 
used, and there translated the “Pleiades” 
aid “Orion.” While scholars are not 
absolutely certain that these are the ex- 
at groups of stars referred to, they are 
considered by most translators. 
Rebuking in the Gate. The gate in an 
Oriental city is the place of judgment. 
When nations are given to iniquitous 
Practices the rulers resent any who 
ak out faithfully in the place where 
justice is supposed to be dispensed. 


Summaries and Applications 

I seems almost unbelievable that a 
People so blessed as Israel was should 
Werhave gotten so far away from the 
God of their fathers. But what shall 
We say of our nation in its present atti- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
4. April 23.—Amos Attacks Social In- 
justice (Temperance) 
Next Week’s Lesson 
6. May 7.—Hosea, the Man and His 
Message .. ap hiod teids ebes 


.. Amos 


Hosea 








tude toward the righteous principles 
upon which our government was 
founded? 

Men like Amos are never popular with 
the masses. Better far, however, to have 
the approbation of One than of the 
many. Like Paul, he spoke “not as pleas- 
ing men, but God, which trieth our 
hearts.” Yet there is no railing, no cut- 
ting or abusive language; simply the 
solemn, earnest recital of their guilt, and 
a tender, loving call to repentance. 

It is remarkable how low people can 
fall, and yet how religiously and piously 
they can talk. Wretchedly vile as was 
Israel’s condition, there were still to be 
found among them those who professed 
to desire the day of the Lord, hoping to 
be delivered from their troubles — the 
fruit of their own waywardness. Quite 
in harmony with this pretended desire 
was the unreality of their feasts and sol- 
emn assemblies. Therefore God hated 
their feast days and would not accept 
their offerings. 

It is a very common error to imagine 
that God will be pleased with church 
attendance and with punctiliousness in 
observing the ordinances of the New 
Testament, while the life is at variance 
with the teaching of His holy Word. 

What is needed above all today is that 
we as a people seek the Lord in confes- 
sion of our sins, and endeavor by His 
grace so to walk before Him that we can 
count upon His approval, and so enjoy 
His blessing. 

Wuvona Lake, IND. 


w 


Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 

N WHAT spirit is the “call to worship” 

of Amos 4:4 issued? 

2. Why are Bethel and Gilgal specially 
mentioned? 

3. What made the tragedy of Bethel 
and Gilgal the more poignant? 

4. What lesson can we learn from this 
round of ritual described here? ; 

5. In the light of the answer to Ques- 
tion 1, why the pleadings in 5:5, seq.? 

6. What are the “seven stars” referred 
to? 

7. What attributes of God seem to be 
specially stressed in Amos? 

8. How is the way of life presented in 
Amos? , 

9. Where is the doctrine of a “rem- 
nant” (5:15) expounded? 

10. What was wrong with Israel’s wor- 
ship, that God refused it? 

(Answers on page 332) 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy 
Lord, whose delight is in all right and 
good, and to whom everything evil is 
hateful, make us to hate our sins, and 
help us forsake them. Forgive and 
cleanse us, and fill us with Thy Holy 
Spirit that our lives may bear fruit in 
all that is right and true and pure and 
good. Help us in our study of Thy 
Word, and may we hide it in our hearts 
that we might not sin against Thee. 
Strengthen us against temptation, and 
guide us into those good works Thou 
wouldst have us do each day. Give 
wisdom to all rulers, to teachers, and to 
parents. Raise up help for the afflicted 
and the needy, and give comfort to the 
sad and the crushed in heart. Call out 
faithful workers to take the Gospel to 
all the world, and speed the day when 
throughout the earth judgment shall 
“run down as waters, and righteousness 
as a mighty stream.” We ask all in our 
dear Saviour’s name. Amen. : 

After the Lesson—One summer day 
a woman walked to the edge of a swim- 
ming pool to watch the youngsters 
splashing around. As she stood there, a 
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WHOSE LIFE 
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young lad inquired: “Say, lady, do you 
go to church?” “Yes, my boy, I do,” she 
said. “Then,” urged the boy, “please 
hold this twenty-five cents for me while 
I take a swim.” 

That boy knew something that the 
people in the time of Amos did not 
know. He knew that those who worship 
God ought to be honest, trustworthy, and 
good. The people to whom Amos 
preached did not realize that. They went 
through colorful religious ceremonies, 
made expensive offerings, sang hymns 
to melodious instrumental accompani- 
ment, but God hated their worship and 
would not accept it. Why? Because 
their lives were evil. “Take .. . away,” 
said God, “. . . the noise of thy songs; 
for I will not hear the melody of thy 
viols.” To God it was not melody, but 
just noise. He called instead for justice 
and righteousness to sweep through the 
land like a flood. And that is what He 
wants to see in our land. 

Our worship does not please God while 
our lives are not right before Him. Does 
your conscience rebuke you just now for 
lying and cheating, for uncleanness, 
meanness, and selfishness? Let us hum- 
bly tell God the whole story and ask 
His pardon. And if we should confess, 
apologize, or in some other way make 
things right with someone we have 
wronged, let us get busy and do it. Then 
let the right and the good displace the 
evil in your life, and God will rejoice, 
and your worship will be His delight. 


Vancouver, B. C., Can, 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Come to Beth-el, and _ transgress’ 
(Amos 4:4).—Because God never encour- 
ages one to transgress, it is evident the 
prophet here is resorting to solemn 
irony, as Elijah did to the priests of Baal 
(1 Kings 18:27). Jacob called Bethel 
“the gate of heaven” and “the house of 
God” (Gen. 28:16-19); but Jeroboam 
desecrated it by setting up one of the 
golden calves there and making it a 
place of idolatry (1 Kings 12:28, 29). 

Despite the fact that they were bring- 
ing “sacrifices,” “tithes,” and “free of- 
ferings,” such as the Law required, they 
were bringing them in the wrong spirit 
and to the wrong place, hence they were 


> 


transgressing while being very re- 
ligious ! 

There are multitudes of religious 
transgressors in Christendom today. 


They seem very zealous in the matters 
of prayers, fasts, alms, and the like, yet 
utterly careless about the plain com- 
mand, “Thou shalt not bow down thy- 
self” to images (Exod. 20:4, 5). 

Former President Rémulo Gallegos of 
Venezuela, while on a visit to Mexico, 
was sO amazed at what he saw in a 
church in Tzintzunzan, that he wrote in 
the daily paper Excelsior: “It was 
packed with the faithful. They wore on 
their heads crowns of real thorns that 
pierced their flesh. They were almost 
naked and flogged themselves with 
thorny twigs, so that what clothing they 
wore was soaked with blood. I shall 
never forget that scene, so worthy of 
the most barbarous epoch of the Middle 
Ages. I asked myself, Is it possible that 
this can happen in the twentieth century 
and only a few hours distant from the 
capital of the Mexican republic?” 

“Seek ye me... but seek not Beth-el” 
(Amos. 5:4, 5).—God or gold — which 
would they seek? In Bethel there was 
a calf of gold; in Jehovah was the true 
and living God. If they sought the Lord 
in penitence and practical righteousness, 
the promise was, “Ye shall live.” If 
they continued seeking Bethel, Gilgal, 
and Beersheba—places of idolatrous 
worship at that time—they could ex- 
pect affliction and captivity. 

Daniel Webster, one of America’s 
greatest statesmen, said: “If we abide 
by the principles taught in the Bible, 
our country will go on prospering; but 
if we and our posterity neglect its in- 
structions and authority, no man can tell 
how sudden a catastrophe may over- 
whelm us and bury all our glory in pro- 
found obscurity.” 

When asked for the chief cause of our 
last depression, Congressman Clyde 
Kelly replied: “Spiritual bankruptcy. 
We have been worshiping the Golden 
Calf.” And Senator Capper said: “The 
world forgot Christ in the rush for 
money. The only god that many of us 
know seems to be the almighty dollar.” 
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“Ye who turn judgment [or justice] 
to wormwood .. .” (v. 7).—From such 
passages as Jeremiah 9:15 and 23:15, we 
know wormwood is used to represent 
extreme bitterness. The judges in Is- 
rael, instead of faithfully administering 
justice, were resorting to injustice; 
thereby causing the people to feel bit- 
ter and vengeful. 

B. Frank Belvin says: There was a 
custom among some Indian tribes of ap- 
pointing judges who went from village 
to village to try the unlawful. One 
young brave, upon being ¢hosen for this 
important position, sought the guidance 
of Him who judgeth righteously, by 
prayer in the dense, cool forest behind 
his village. With uplifted hands he beg- 
ged; “O Great Maker-of-Men, forbid that 
I judge any man until I have walked 
for two moons in his moccasins.” 

In his humble way, this young man, 
like Solomon, was asking for an “un- 
derstanding heart.” He wanted to know 
the hunter, the brave, the warrior; he 
wanted to know and understand men 
and women in all walks of life. He 
wanted not only to know of, but liter- 
ally to experience their hardships, their 
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handicaps, their opportunities, their 
backgrounds, and thus be able to judge 
more wisely. 

Too many judges and juries today 
seem prejudiced by the wealth, power, 
or prestige of the person being tried, 
The evidence in the case does not seem 
to be given proper consideration. But 
we can rest assured that the Judge of 
all the earth will do right toward every- 
one who appears before Him (Gen 
18:25). 

“Seek him that maketh the seven stars 
and Orion .. .” (v. 8).—The seven stars, 
or Pleiades, and Orion, display the wis. 
dom and power of the Creator (Job 9: 
9; 38:31). Israel should seek God. Tp 
Him they are responsible for their ac. 
tions. He is altogether sovereign. He 
can send swift judgment on the willfully 
ungodly; He can send showers of bless. 
ing on the truly penitent ones. 

My first realistic contact with this 
verse of Scripture was on the summit 
of a mountain in California. When | 
went to write my name in the register 
placed there by the Sierra Club, | 
noticed the name of a man who had 
climbed the peak before me, and along. 


When A Bass Viol Is A Vile Bass !! 


*1 will not hear the melody 
of thy viols.” camos 5:23.) 
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lesson for April 30 


dde of his name I read: “Seek him that 
maketh the seven stars and Orion, and 
qurneth the shadow of death into the 
morning, and maketh the day dark with 
sight: that calleth for the waters of the 
ga, and poureth them out upon the 
face of the earth: the Lord is his name.” 
finding that text in that place gave me 
afresh glimpse of the majesty of the 
lord — and produced thanksgiving that 
{knew Him as both Creator and Saviour. 
“But let. judgment run down as waters, 
md righteousness as a mighty stream” 
(Amos 5:24).—In the spring of the year, 
the various falls in Yosemite are full. 
When I see and hear the waters come 
thundering down from great heights to 
the valley below, I like to think of this 
yerse and the time when the Lord’s de- 
dre in this matter will be fulfilled in 
the midst of His earthly people. 


Wawona, CALIF, 
we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, I don’t know anything 

that more clearly places the mark 
ofa gentleman on a fellow than quiet, 
reverent pew behavior. It not only 
shows the spirit of worship, but it is 
aso the evidence of good breeding. It 
telects credit on a fellow’s parents. I’m 
sure that if he thought about it seriously 
nw fellow would want to show disre- 
gect for God—for Jesus Christ —in 
whose honor and worship a church serv- 
ie is in progress, but through careless- 
ness he might do that very thing. The 
shepherd prophet, Amos, is teaching us 
in today’s lesson some of the things 
which God expects when His people as- 
smble to worship Hini—and that is 
what a church service is for. 

Here are some suggestions which, if 
flowed, would go far toward making 
agervice an honor to the Lord, refresh- 
ing, reviving, and a blessing to all, 
LCome on time. There are few 
geater hindrances to a good start in a 
wtyice than to have people straggling 
induring the first twenty minutes. - Give 
the service the same respect you would 
five a train or a bus if you were tak- 
inga trip. Allow a few minutes margin, 
ad listen, boy, if you are willing to do 
this you will make a wonderful discov- 
ty: while you sit there waiting for the 
stvice to begin just lift up your heart 
tothe Lord and ask Him to bless you 
nit—and all the other folks around 
youu. You will be surprised at what it 
tes for you. And little as you may 
fink it, the preacher will be helped 
tit, too — and the choir and the ushers. 
2 Sit quietly and reverently. I have 








seen people come into church 
€ gum—or something. Chewed 
ilthrough the service. That is not only 
tad manners, but it could be disconcert- 
gto the preacher. There is a little 
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Negro church in a Florida village—a 
very humble and poorly equipped shack 
of a building (I have been in it) which 
bears at least one mark of respectability. 
Printed in crude lettering over the front 
door is this legend: “Please leave your 
chewing gum outside.” That is a lot 
better than parking it under the seat. 

3. Don’t take a back seat — if there are 
vacant ones farther front. Of course, 
there are exceptions; but, as a rule, it is 
just as though you are saying, “I don’t 
know that I will care very much for 
this, so I'll sit where it’s easy to get 
out if I don’t like it.” It would be diffi- 
cult for you to realize how it helps and 
cheers the preacher to see the wor- 
shipers passing empty seats at the back 
and coming up to the empty ones in 
front. Too, by doing this you reduce 
the probability of distractions by putting 
them behind you. Remember, you are 
there to worship God and get a spiritual 
blessing. 

4. Pick up a hymn book and join in 
the singing. If you really cannot sing 
(often a false excuse), hold the book 
open and follow the hymn with your 
eyes. There is usually something inspir- 
ing in it, and you will be joining in 
that part of the worship, though silently, 
Indeed, every part of the service is de- 
sivned for you to share in it — even the 
offering. 

5. Really worship —“in spirit and in 
truth”; this is the heart of the lesson 
from Amos today. More than seven cen- 
turies later, our Lord Jesus emphasized 
it as He spoke to the woman at the well 
of Sychar. “God is a Spirit,” He said, 
“and they that worship him must wor- 
ship him in spirit and in truth.” “True 
worshippers,” He said, “shall worship 
the Father in spirit and in truth: for 
the Father seeketh such to worship him” 
(John 4:23, 24). 

Some people go to church because it 
is the respectable thing to do, others to 
meet friends and acquaintances, some 
to hear the fine music by a trained choir, 
some to get an intellectual feast from a 
“popular preacher,” and some because 
they belong to a church-going family 
and it has become a habit. That is all 
very well as far as it goes, and is better 
than staying away; but with all of it 
they could miss the blessing and fail 
to honor God at all. “Man’s chief end 
is to glorify God, and to enjoy him for 
ever,” and one of God’s appointed ways 
to do that is to assemble with God’s peo- 
ple, and worship Him with all the heart, 


Fontana Dam, N. C. 
we 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


Worsuie THat PLEASES Gop 


UR lesson today is called “Worship 

That Pleases God.” After reading 
1 Kings 12:26-33, as you did last week, 
I am sure you all realize that the wor- 
ship of Israel, the northern kingdom, 
could not please God. The Lord was 
not consulted at all about the setting 
up of worship at Bethel. In fact it was 
really idol-worship, though patterned 
after the worship of God. 

Now all of you turn to Amos 3:1, Here 
you see God pays no attention to the 
political divisions of Israel, but ad- 
dresses the northern and southern king- 
doms as one. They were both part of 
the whole family which God had brought 
up from the land of Egypt. Although 
Amos was sent to Bethel, the northern 
religious capital, to prophesy, much of 
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LITHUANIA CALLS! 
Hear the soul-hungry cry of 5,000,000 
Lithuanians scattered over the world— 
dispossessed, dissatisfied, without Christ 

the Word of God. Less than 1 per 
eent profess Christ as Saviour! Since 
1928 we have preached Christ by word of 
mouth and printed page in three conti- 
nents. 
Write for the Bible Witness — FREE. Your prayers 
and help requested. Write to 

LITHUANIAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION, INC. 


P. 0. Box 488-T Chicago 90, Illinois 
Interd 1—A Work of Faith 
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what he said was a message to the whole 
house of Israel. We are not surprised 
to learn that God hated the worship of 
the northern kingdom, of which we have 
read the beginning. But we will find 
before we finish our lesson today that 
God hated the worship of Judah also, 
although it seemed correct. 

Read Amos 3:2. From this we learn 
that God was going to punish the Is- 
raelites, not just for cruel deeds, like 
the heathen nations around them, but 
And He tells 
the reason: They had been given the 
Word of God and the knowledge of God, 
yet they turned from Him. Those who 
have more light will be punished more 
than those who have less light. We find 
this principle all through the Bible. And 
their worship was one of the sins for 
which they were to be punished! Read 
Amos 3:13, 14. God was going to have 
their heathen altar completely spoiled. 
Read Amos 4:4 and notice again that God 
calls their worship at Bethel sin! 

Now turn to Amos 5:4 and find out 
what would give the Israelites spiritual 
life. There is no spiritual life in any 
religion but Christianity, for there is 
no life apart from the Lord. “In him 
was life” (John 1:4). 

Read verse 5. This passage seems to 
refer to Judah as well as to Israel, for 
while Bethel and Gilgal were in the 
northern kingdom, Beersheba was in 
Judah. Here we learn that spiritual life 
is never found in a religious center, 
never in a place, but always in a person, 
and that person is the Son of God. 

In verse 6 we find this same truth 
again, “Seek the Lord, and ye shall live.” 
Notice that verse 7 is addressed to re- 
ligious people. They are accused of 
perverting judgment and _ forsaking 
righteousness. What a terrible charge, 
but true, for God charged them with it! 

Now read verse 8. Here Amos reminds 
the Israelites how great is the Lord 
whom he bids them seek. See if you 
can feel the poetry of this verse as I 
read it. The one whom they were to 
seek was the God who had made the 
starry universe, who controls day and 
night, life and de-th, sea and dry land. 
What a wonderful being He is! “The 
Lord is his name.” 

Next verses 11 and 12. From a study 
of the other prophets we find that both 
Israel and Judah were guilty of these 
grinding down the poor to make 


sins: 
more money for themselves, taking 
bribes to give judgment against the 


righteous, and even robbing the poor of 
that which rightfully belonged to them. 

Now read. verse 14 for God’s message 
to the whole house of Israel. Here again 
we find the word “seek.” This time the 
Israelites were told to seek good, Where 
would they find it? (In God and His 
Word.) And then the Lord would be 
with them. 

Verse 15 shows us that God is always 
concerned with the attitude of the heart, 
as well as the outward actions. The 
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right heart-attitude is hatred of sin ang 
love of righteousness. The outward eyj. 
dence of this is establishing judgment 
in the land. 

Now read verses 21 to 23. God hated 
and despised both the idol-worship of 
Israel and the correct worship of Judah, 
In the first chapter of Isaiah God useg 
similar language to tell the people of 
Judah that He hated their religious ritya} 
because their hearts and their actions 
were wrong. 

Verse 24 tells what was necessary if 
their worship was to please the Lord, 
God cannot accept worship which is dij. 
vorced from justice and righteousness, 
We find this principle all through the 
Bible. Hearts must be right with God 
and actions right toward our fellow 
men, if worship is to be acceptable 
Him. 

We have read enough of Amos in these 
three Sundays to realize that his theme 
s, “Sin must be punished, therefore hate 
it and turn to righteousness.” Because 
there was so much sin in the days of 
Amos, his prophecies are largely de 
nouncing it with solemn warnings of 
judgment to come. But the Book of 
Amos ends with a beautiful picture of 
the future restoration of Israel. Read 
the last three verses of the Book. Ip 
these happy coming days the worship of 
the Israelites will be acceptable to God 
for they will be right with Him and 
right with their fellow man. What a 
glorious time that will be! 

But how about your worship and 
mine? Turn to Matthew 5:23, 24. Do 
you see that we also must be right with 
others before our worship can please 
God? We must be right with Him, too, 
Every known sin must be confessed and 
put away. Turn to 1 Corinthians 11:27, 
28. Sometimes people stay away from 
the Communion service because they feel 
unworthy to take part. But that is um 
scriptural. It does not say, “Let a man 
examine himself and so let him stay 
away.”* It says, “Let a man examine 
himself, and so let him eat of that bread, 
and drink of that cup.” Let us be care- 
ful to obey these Scriptures when we 
come to worship, and then our worship 
will indeed please God. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Seripture: 
Amos Teaches How To Worship (Amos 5:21-%) 


AVE the early comers make captions, 
“Hate the evil,” and “Seek good,” 
for the lower corners of the Amos 
poster. The puzzle in last week’s arti- 
cle may be put on the blackboard and 
filled in for Bible drill if not otherwise 
used. 
Why did you come to church this 
morning? because Mother made you? 
because you always go on Sunday? Well, 
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‘then, why did Mother make you? Why 


do we come here on Sunday? Is it to 
visit God? There is a grown-up word 
for this kind of visit—worship (write 
the word on the blackboard). Here are 
three more questions: Where do we 
worship? When do we worship ? What 
do we do when we worship? (Write the 
questions on the board. Probably the 
children will say we worship in church 
on Sunday by singing, praying, reading 
the Bible, listening to the sermon or 
leader’s talk.) 

_ Let’s imagine we are going to church 
back in Amos’s day. Do you know where 
we should go? There is only one place, 
the Temple in Jerusalem (Deut. 12:11- 
14). We may visit God there any morn- 
ing or evening, but there are three times 
a year when one must worship God at 
His house. The fifteenth day of the sev- 
enth month is one of them (Lev. 23:33, 
34). What do the people do when they 
worship? Offer sacrifices for sin and 
thank-you offerings to God, bring their 
tithes to the priests, sing, pray, have 
feasts where they eat and drink. 

Do you remember what Amos saw 
when he came through the gate and 
watched the traders in the city? He 
found the judges giving unfair decisions, 
the traders cheating—the poor people 
not getting their rights. Now we will 
follow him as he goes to church with 
the people. To Jerusalem? Oh, no, to 
Bethel. There is a temple here with 
an altar, and a calf made of gold. The 
people are told that this calf brought 
them up from slavery in Egypt long ago. 
And what day do you think this is? 
It is the fitteenth day of the eighth 
month! Offerings are burning on the 
altar; incense is filling the air with fra- 
grance; tithes are brought; songs and 
violins (we may call them) are fur- 
nishing music. Listen! a loud voice 
breaks in on the songs. It is Amos, 
speaking God’s words: I hate, I de- 
spise your feast days, I will not smell 
the incense of your holy days. I will 
not accept your offerings. Stop the 
noise of your songs. I will not hear 
your violins. “Seek the Lord, and ye 
shall live” (Amos 5:6, Memory Verse for 
April 16). “Hate the evil, and love the 
good, and establish jydgment in the 
gate” (5:15, Memory Verse for last les- 
son). “Seek good, and not evil,... and 
so the Lord, the God of hosts, shall be 
with you” (5:14, Memory Verse). 

Look ! there comes the priest, straight 
for Amos: Get out of here! Go home 
and prophesy. Don’t prophesy here any 
more. This is the king’s temple and the 
king’s capital. Amos calmly answers: 
I’m not a prophet. I’m only a farmer 
taking care of sheep and picking figs. 
But the Lord told me to come prophesy 
to this people. 

Now back to our town. Must we go 
to Jerusalem to worship God? A woman 
asked the Lord Jesus that question. He 
said no, we must worship the Father 
in our hearts and really visit with Him 
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(John 4: 19-24) — no make-believe. When 
do we worship? John was “in the Spirit 
on the Lord’s day” and had a wonderful 
visit with the Lord Jesus, even into 
Heaven itself (Rev. 1:9, 10). What do 
we do when we worship? Yes, sing and 
pray, and listen. But— do you ever just 
sing words, and not think of God at ail? 
During the prayer you may be thinking 
about Mary’s dress; are you worshiping 
then? Maybe you had a quarrel with 
Carolyn yesterday, and you haven’t made 
up yet. The Lord says to make up with 
your friend even before you make up 
with God (Matt. 5:23, 24), and that if 
you do not forgive her, He will not for- 
give you (6:15). 

Orono, MAINE, 

we 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leafiets giving a list of the lessons for 1950 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
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—Let judgment run down as waters, and 
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Write for catalog 


Washington Bible Institute 
1445 Rhode Island Avenue,N.W. Washington 5, D.C. 
Three-Year General Bible Course 
Missions—Christian Education 
Tuition Free—VA approved 
Write for catalogue 


BEN LIPPEN SCHOOL 
Wrere Boys Become CHristiaAn GENTLEMEN 
Dr. Robert C. McQuilkin, President 
Grades 7 through 12 
David E. Falconer, Acting Headmaster 
Asheville, North Carolina 








Cook Christian Training School 


4050 North Second Street Phoenix, Arizona 


FREE 
from Cook Christian Training School (an All 
Indian Bible School) a hand lettered and nicely 
decorated Indian version of 
The Twenty-Third Psalm 
Send post card for interesting folder 


BUFFALO BIBLE INSTITUTE 


827 Delaware Avenue Buffalo 9, New York 
Thorough three-year courses in Theology, Chris- 
tian ucation, and Missions. Co-educational. 
Beautiful buildings and grounds. Approved by 
Accrediting Association of Bible Institutes (Inter- 
mediate Division). Self-help opportunities. 


D. K. Reisinger, President. 





SOUTHLAND BIBLE INSTITUTE 
Pikeville, Kentucky 
A true-to-the- Word school strategically located in 
the Kentucky mountains. 
TUITION FREE 
Courses in Bible, Missions, Christian Education, 
Music, ete. Your prayers and support will be 


appreciated in this fast-growing and 
ministry. 1950-51 season opens September 18. 








Dallas Theological cal seminary 
raduate Sc 

RA ont nerru4 acer are now in 
25th year offering four-year standard theological 
curriculum for college graduates leading to Th.M., 
graduate work toward Th.D. Biblical, conserva- 
tive, premillennial. Accredited by New York Re- 
gents. Approved for veterans. 


Address Registrar: 
Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer, Founder and President 
3909 Swiss Avenue Dallas 4, Texas 
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5:24, Gelden Text). In the spring of the 
year, Yosemite National Park — along 
with other scenic sections of the coun. 
try — affords striking examples of mighty 
streams and waterfalls. Although. we 
are not saved by works, we are exhorted 
to be “zealous of good works.” When 
our lives are abundant with practicaj 
righteousness toward God and man, and 
our good works run like waterfalls over 
the rocky unbelief and disobedience of 
the world, we are well-pleasing to God 
and He will hear with delight both ou 
prayers and praises (Prov. 15:8).—From 
Tom M. Olson, in The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, Nash. 
ville, Tenn. 


One Truthful Saloonkeeper.—Ye who 
turn judgment to wormwood, and leave 
off righteousness in the earth (Amos 5; 
7). There is on record one man in the 
liquor business and only one who told 
the truth about his business. He was 
James Lawrence, who ran the Naked 
Truth Saloon in Boise, Idaho, and adver. 
tised thus in the local newspapers: 
“Having just opened a commodious shop 
for the sale of liquid fire, I embrace this 
opportunity of informing you that I have 
commenced the business of making 
drunkards, paupers, and beggars for the 
sober, industrious, and respectable por- 
tion of the community to support.: I 
shall deal in familiar spirits, which will 
incite men to deeds of riot, robbery, and 
blood, and by so doing, diminish the 
comfort, auement the expenses, and en- 
danger the welfare of the community. 
I will undertake on short notice, fora 
small sum, and with great expectations 
to prepare victims for the asylum, poor 
farm, prisons, and gallows. I will fur- 
nish an article which will increase fatal 
accidents, multiply the number of dis- 
tressing diseases, and render those which 
are harmless incurable. I will cause 
many of the rising generation to grow 
up in ignorance and prove a burden and 
a nuisance to the nation. I will deal 
in drugs which will deprive some of life, 
many of reason, and all of peace; which 
will cause fathers to become fiends, and 
wives widows, children orphans, and all 
mendicants. I will cause mothers to for- 
get their offspring, and cruelty to take 
the place of love. I will sometimes even 
corrupt the ministers of religion, defile 
the purity of the church, and cause tem- 
poral, spiritual, and eternal death. And 
if any should be so impertinent as to 
ask why I have the audacity to bring such 
misery upon the people, my honest reply 
is money. The spirit trade is lucrative, 
and some professing Christians give it 
their cheerful countenance. I have pur 
chased the right to demolish the chat- 
acter, destroy the health, shorten the 
lives, and ruin the souls of those who 
choose to honor me with their custom. I 
pledge myself to do all that I have prom- 
ised. Those who wish any of the evils 
above specified brought upon themselves 
or their dear friends are requested 
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Christian Schools and Colleges 


(ADVERTISFMENTS 











TAYLOR UNIVERSITY 
e Christian 
e Accredited 
e Friendly 


UPLAND - - - - INDIANA 


WHEATON COLLEGE 
Wheaton, Illinois 
SINCE 1860 — “FOR CHRIST AND HIS KINGDOM” 


You are invited to enjoy a summer at Wheaton 
College. Summer Inter-session: June 13 to 23. 
First summer term: June 24 to July 21. Second 
summer term: July 22 to August 18. 


Write Director of Summer School for Bulleé.n. 


16 Spadina Road, Toronto, Canada 
Interdenominational — Conservative - Evangelical 
A 3-year missionary, Christian education or 4-year 
pastor's course. mphasis on Bible, Evangelism, 
Missions, and Gospel Music. Write now for cal- 
endar and information. 57th session begins Sep- 
tember 19, 1950. Rev. J. B. Rhodes, M.A., Th.D., 
Principal. Rev. C. A. Armstrong, M.A., Reygistrar. 


se 





SEATTLE PACIFIC COLLEGE 


Seattie 99, Washington 
Fhe International School of Missions 


For missionaries under appointment, on furlough, 
or candidates for a degree. 


Intensive language studies in Japanese, Chinese, 
Spanish, and French. 


Scores of related courses. 
Dr. C. Hoyt Watson, President 





Multnomah School of the Bible 
632 N. E. Holladay St. Portland 14, Oregon 


Three-year Standard Bible Course 
One-year Course for Graduate Students 
Evening School 

Six Weeks Summer Session 


Ifit’s Bible you want—then you want Multnomah 


Providence Bible Institute 
100 State Street Providence 8, Rhode Island 
PROVIDENCE Offers 

3-Year 
Non-degree course 
BIBLE CENTERED 


Pastors’, Missionary, Music, General, Christian 
Education, Collegiate accreditation by AABIBC. 


Write for catalog or pictorial folder 


4-Year 
Degree course 


William Jennings Bryan University 


A Christ-centered, Interdenominational, Co-Edu- 
cational, Liberal Arts College. 


Offers course leading to the B.A. and B.S. De- 


grees. Able faculty. Small classes. Christian 
atmosphere. Write Box 76 

JUDSON A. RUDD, President 
Dayton . - - Tennessee 





GREENVILLE COLLEGE 


A 4-year co-educational Christian college offering 
courses in Liberal Arts, Religion, Teacher Training, 
Sees Music, and Pre-professional curricula 

the develop t of Christian 





ammeneline: 


Summer School 


Fall Semester Opens 
May 30 to August 10 


September 18, 1950 


. J. Long, President 


H 
Greenville Hlinois 





“Character Before Career” 
Accredited college preparation for boys. Distinc- 
tive Christian training. Grades seven to college 
entrance. Boys from fourteen states and eleven 
foreign countries. 45-acre campus, accessible by 
carortrain. Twenty-ninth year begins Sept. 15. 
For a catalogue, write the headmaster. 
Frank E. Gaebelein, Litt.D. 
Box 30 Stony Brook, Long Island, New York 


Bethel College and Seminary 


St. Paul, E4, Minn. 





**A Campus of Christian Scholarship”’ 


4 years College 3 years Seminary 


Dr. Robert C. McQuilkin, President 
Columbia, South Carolina 

An Open Door ... 

To distinctive training for Christian service, under- 
graduate. 

To graduate training in missions in the new Gradu- 
ate School of Missions. 

To college entrance NOW. Registrations now 
being accepted for fall term. Write. 


WINNIPEG BIBLE INSTITUTE 
ano COLLEGE OF THEOLOGY 


No. 2 Evergreen Place Winnipeg, Canada 
Three year standard Bible course. 


College courses leading to Th.B. and B.R.E. 
grees. 


Preparation for writing examinations for University 
of London degrees. 


Write for catalog 








The National Bible Institute 


Founded on the historic Christian faith and the 
authority of the Word of God. 


A Christian college program in 
the heart of New York City 


REGISTER NOW FOR SUMMER SCHOOL 
340 West 55th Street New York 19, N. Y. 
Free from entangling alliances with modernism 





STERLING COLLEGE 


Sterling, Kansas 
4-Year Liberal Arts College 
William M. McCreery, President 


64th Year Begins September 11th 


Write for free literature 





Winona Lake School of Theology 


Winona Lake, Indiana 
“America’s Unique Summer Seminary"’ 
For ministers, teachers, missionaries, Sunday 
school workers, laymen, veterans. Twenty-four 
states, several foreign countries, twenty-nine de- 
nominations in 1949 session. Interdenominational, 
thorough, evangelical, accredited. 1950 session: 2 
semesters, June 21 to July 28. Write for Prospectus. 


President, Dr. J. A. Huffman 


Grand Rapids Baptist Theological 
Seminary and Bible Institute 
811 Wealthy Street,S.E. Grand Rapids 6, Mich. 


Biblical, Spiritual, Scholastic, Practical. Pre-Semi- 
nary, Seminary, and Bible Institute courses. Grad- 
uate School of Theology, B.D. Approved by 
General Association of Regular Baptist Churches. 


Write for catalog 





TOCCOA FALLS INSTITUTE 
AND BIBLE COLLEGE 


High School, 4 years, fully accredited. Bible 
College, 4 years, granting a B.A. in Biolical Edu- 
cation. Special Christian Worker's Course, 2 
years. Commercial Course, 2 years. Vocational 


Training. In the beautiful hills of North Gecrgia. 
Lowest cost. Summer School Session begins 
June 19. 


Dr. R. A. Forrest, President Toccoa Falls, Georgia 


BAPTIST BIBLE SEMINARY 
JOHNSON CITY, NEW YORK 
Offering new 5 year-curriculum 
2 years of liberal arts 3 years of theology 
18th Year 275 Enrolled 
Write for catalog 


Paul R. Jackson, D.D., President 
Vernon C, Grounds, B.D., Dean 


Approved by Gen. Ass’n of Reg. Bap. Churches 





THE BAPTIST BIBLE 


INSTITUTE OF CLEVELAND 
8283 Hough Ave., Cleveland 3, Ohio 


Twenty-two qualified instructors now teaching in- 
tensive Bible and fundamental Baptist doctrine to 
270 future preachers, missionaries, evangelists, and 
music directors. Complete approval for Veterans. 

tical work. w costs. Write for Catalog. 


Fall term begins September 11 





ROCKMONT COLLEGE 


Your Sunday School Youth Need 
Christian American Education 
Send them to Rockmont College — an Accredited 


Bible Coliege. 
Fundamental Interdenominational 
Write for Bulletin 
‘Dept. ST Denver 5, Colorado 





Philadelphia School of the Bible 


1721 Spring Garden Street Phila. 30, Pa. 
Send for our new catalog 
Bible-centered—Missi y—Disp tional 


Day and Evening Courses 


V. Clifford Harrington Dr. Clarence E. Mason, Jr. 
Executive Vice-President Dean 


American Seminary of the Bible 


THE BIBLE AND PRAYER AT THE CENTER 


Three - year theological course for pastors, evan- 
gelists, Bible teachers, and other Christian workers. 
Soul - winning among Greater New York's 
12,000,000 non-Protestants. Practical assignments. 
No charge for tuition. Write for catalogue. 


Rev. G. P. Raud President 
Rev. T. \.acDonald, General Secretary 
1101 East 35th Street Brooklyn 10, N. Y. 











PRAIRIE BIBLE INSTITUTE 


1200 students 
Unique method of Bible study. Emphasis on Vic- 
torious Christian life. Good board and coon $6.00 
per week. Fall term opens September 29 
Prairie Overcomer — Monthly school samaiond 
with growing circulation. Subscription—voluntary. 
Literature on request. 


Three Hills Alberta, Canada 





HAMPDEN DUBOSE ACADEMY 


Zellwood Florida 
A Christ-centered, Co-educational, College Pre- 
paratory High School. 

e@ Highest Academic Standards © Deepest Spirit- 
ual Environment @ Best Athletic and Recreational 
Facilities. @ Finest Christian Social Activities. 

The Culture and Refinement of the Old South. For 
further information write . W. DUBOSE, Pres. 
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Yours Free «:. 





this little book 


TELLS HOW YOU TOO MAY HAVE 
A REGULAR INCOME AND BE A REAL 
BENEFACTOR AT THE SAME TIME 


Have financial security, a regular income in 
your old age—and yet be a real philanthropist 
at the same time? Impossible to you? Not at 
all—not when you read “A Gift That Lives.” 
This little book that costs you nothing tells 
how you may gain peace of mind, freedom 
from money worry, great spiritual joy and 
possibly longer life too—all through a remark- 
able Christian savings plan. 


Send for this little book. Find out for your- 
self how you can receive American Bible So- 
ciety checks regularly as long as you live—how 
you further the work of a vital Christian 
enterprise which makes the Bible available to 
all—and serves all denominations impartially. 


You can buy American Bible Society An- 
nuity Agreements for just $100, then increase 
your holdings gradually. Earnings begin im- 
mediately and never fail to come regularly. 


i ma THIS COUPON TODAY WITHOUT FAIL! 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 

450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. 
Please send me, without obligation, your 
booklet 14SS entitled “A Gift That Lives.” 


Name. 





Address. 





Zone. 


City. 








a ae 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


meet me at my bar, where I will, for a 
few cents, furnish them with the certain 
means of doing so.” Gentlemen, that is 
the kind of advertising we need, but 
do not expect from the liquor interests. 
—Excerpt from C, Aubrey Hearn’s Tes- 
timony before the Senate in Washington, 
D. C., at the hearing of the Langer Bill, 
Jan., 1950. Sent by Mrs. S. J. Booker, 
Nashville, Tenn. 


Before Man Thought of It.—Seek him 
that maketh the seven stars and Orion 
... The Lord is his name (Amos 5:8). 
The humble creatures of earth and air 
and sea show forth God’s thought. In- 
sects are ingenious, The firefly that plays 
hide-and-seek on a summer night shows 
us that insects had a flashlight before 
we did. God made it so. The ichneumon 
fly has a drill with which she can bore 
a hole four inches deep in a tree and 
deposit her eggs. God made it so. 
Beetles and carpenter bees have drills. 
The carpenter bee can drill a hole four- 
teen inches deep. God made it so, There 
is a certain ant that makes a tunnel 
through a foot of solid stone. God made 
it so. The sawfly, which worked before 
man had a saw, has two tiny saws, work- 
ing alternately back and forth, side by 
side, to produce grooves in trees. God 
made it so. Spiders are real engineers, 
surpassing the architects of the Brook- 
lyn Bridge in many ways. God made it 
so. The oak tortrix draws the edges of 
a leaf together with thread until he has 
made a comfortable shelter for himself. 
God made it so—From “Pickings,” by 
Robert G. Lee, D.D. Sent by Grace Rob- 
inson, Topeka, Kans. 


Keeping Clean With the Scriptures.— 
Seek good, and not evil, that ye may 
live: and so the Lord, the God of hosts, 
shall be with you, as ye have spoken 
(Amos 5:14). As spring water, bubbling 
up out of the ground, cleanses its sur- 
roundings, so the Word of God will 
purify the heart that gives it free 
course. Ashley Baker, secretary of the 
Scripture Gift Mission, London, gives an 
illustration of the Bible’s cleansing 
power in a recent bulletin in which he 
tells of his trip to South Africa. While 
visiting villages he came upon a group 
of heathen men and women engaged in 





New and Com 


ional activities including coloring, 


pasting, etc. 


Five Reasons tor use: True to the Bible 
.+. Saves Time ... Complete in itself... Saves 


money ... Latest teaching methods. 
Ask for DVBS catalog 


THE HIGLEY PRESS e Dept. 


mplete Three year course 
includes all materials for Daily Vacation Bible 
School, all grades: Beginners, Primary, Junior 
and Intermediate. No other lesson material 
needed. Teacher's Manual and flannel board 
material tor 10 sessions. No coloring, no 
ting. Scholar’s Work Books — express- 
cutting, 








Write today for hea circular 
F-S e Butler, Indiana 





April 15, 1950 


animated conversation and _ laughter 
which to the’ stranger seemed devilish 
and impure. Mr. Baker discovered a 
boy about fourteen, neatly dressed, sit- 
ting in a hut reading his Bible. He 
learned that he was a Christian and had 
been baptized with a new name, John. 
“I want to love and serve my Lord like 
John did, the friend of Jesus.” “Were 
these people talking good words,” I 
asked. “No, they were bad words, so I 
open my Bible and read: where clean 
water flows all is clean. I sometimes 
wish I could go back to the mission sta- 
tion, for it is very hard to live here, 
but perhaps Jesus wants me to stay with 
my mother like John did.” Already this 
boy has learned one of the most impor- 
tant secrets of the Christian life, that 
we need to be saturated with the Word 
of God if we are to be kept from falling 
and to be good witnesses. Our Lord 
Jesus said to His disciples, “Now ye are 
clean through the word which I have 
spoken unto -you."—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Howard G. Wil- 
cox, Kearney, Nebr. Prize illustration. 


Wheelbarrow Consciences.—Seek good, 
and not evil (Amos 5:14). Most people 
follow their conscience as a man follows 
a wheelbarrow, pushing it before him 
the way he wants it to go—From the 
King’s Business. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Worthless Worship.—I hate, I despise 
your feast days (Amos 5:21). Amos told 
the people of his day their worship was 
an offense to God. They went to God's 
house, brought their offerings, sang their 
sacred songs, and offered their prayers, 
but because their life was not right their 
worship was not acceptable to the Lord, 
Where the life is wrong, worship is 
worthless, no matter how correct or 
beautiful its outward form. Is there any 
such hollow mockery about us? Is ours 
just a “Sunday-go-to-meeting” religion, 
or a daily walk with God in carefulness 
to obey Him in all things?—From Joseph 
Edwin .Harris, in The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, Nash- 
ville, Tenn. 


God’s Measuring Stick.—Take thou 
away from me the noise of thy songs 
(Amos 5:23). God looks not at the ora- 
tory of your prayers, how elegant they 
may be: nor at the geometry of your 
prayers, how long they may be: nor at 
the arithmetic of your prayers, how 
many they may be: nor at the logic of 
your prayers, how methodical they may 
be: but He looks at their sincerity— 
From Choice.Gleanings Calendar. Sent 
by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


% 


We may serve God and do good by 
writing seasonal comforts and whole- 
some counsels, Those whom we cannot 
speak to we may write to; that which is 
written remains.—Matthew Henry. 
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Lesson for April 30 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


NCE again Amos is the hero of our 

lesson. Use the same figure you 
used before to represent him. Today 
he is telling some things about real wor- 
ship, things which are still good after 
all these centuries. Israel did not heed 
these words of advice from God, and so 
her punishment came upon her. We 
would do well to heed them here in 
America. 

God had said to Israel, “Seek ye me, 
and ye shall live. . . . Seek him that 
maketh the seven stars and Orion, and 
turneth the shadow of death into the 
morning, and maketh the day dark with 
night: that calleth for the waters of 
the sea, and poureth them out upon the 
face of the earth: the Lord is his name.” 

But what did Israel do? Instead of 
turning to the Lord, she turned to idols 
of wood and stone, hideous things that 
men made with their hands, and wor- 
shiped them. Did you children ever see 
an idol? Many missionaries have 
brought home one to show us in Amer- 
ica how ugly they are. Did you ever 
see a beautiful one? I never did. They 
are beastly looking. How can anybody 
worship them? How can people wor- 
ship something they made with their 
own hands? I cannot understand. It 
is because Satan has blinded their eyes. 
That is the only explanation. And they 
are blinded by Satan because they do 
not know the Lord God. Even those 
Israelites who should have known God, 
did not, or they could not have turned 
to worshiping the heathen gods. 

Here in America most people who wor- 
ship something other than God have 
beautiful idols, money or wealth, what 
wealth can buy; magnificent homes, rich 
dothing: pleasure, gay parties; maybe 
fame or honor. But these things are 
idols, just the same. Anything that takes 
the place we should give to God is an 
idol; I have known a mother who really 
worshiped her child, had no thought be- 
yond that child. Be very careful that 
you do not put something in God’s place 
in your life. 

Then Amos had something to say about 
people who were “at ease in Zion.” For 
ls that means the people who are church 
Members, and are content to go to 
church Sunday morning if there is not 
something more important on hand, but 
who are not concerned about the work 
ofthe Lord at home or abroad. We 
have another way of designating those 
People, we call them the ones who want 
W ride on the Gospel wagon, but. never 
get out and push. I heard one minister 
say they were not even content to ride, 
they wanted to drag their feet. They 
“fe nothing about missions or mission- 
ies, They are not concerned about 
giving out ‘God’s Word, or reaching the 
Wsaved with the Gospel. Amos says, 
‘Woe to them that are at ease in Zion.” 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES * 
Readers in Southern California '*‘*;,,,‘° 


| tea ee on KFOX (1280 on the dial) at 8 a. m., 

uesday yy Saturday each week. ALL NA- 
TIONS BIBLE SOCI » P. O. Box 41, Les 
Angeles 53. ifornia 
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FOR YOUR VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 


Request free cumple surprise Gospel Object Talks for 
daily assembly feature. Paper tearing, Tricks, 


Chemicals all very easy. 
Michigan City, Indiana 


ENJOYABLE VACATIONS 


The Christian Fellowship cruise each summer, under the 
auspices of The Sunday School Times, is unexcelled for 
efficient operation, leadership, and good fellowship. Enroll 
with the 1950 party leaving July 3, if you wish to travel to 
Alaska, and you will thoroughly enjoy that wonderful trip. 
However, if you have seen Alaska or wish another western trip, may we help 
you plan? Here are suggestions: 


Yellowstone, $196.28 Colorado and Yellowstone, $246.29 
Canadian Rockies and Pacific N. W., $332.02 California and Pacific N. W., $350.12 
Quotations cover complete all-expense trips from Chicago 











Please write for Free Travel Literature, Itineraries and Costs from Your Home City. 


Department 
NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILWAY 703 Northern Pacific Bidg., St. Paul 1, Minn. 








More and more people are saying .. . 


“OUR HOPE is the Expository Magazine of the Day” 
NOW! Publishers of OUR HOPE announce: 


1 Outstanding Expository Features by Some of 
s the Nation's Leading Bible Teachers. 





? A Get-Acquainted Offer: FIVE ISSUES 
s for ONLY $1.00. 


Dr. Frank E. Gaebelein, 
Headmaster of the 
Stony Brook School; 
Publisher of 
OUR HOPE 





OUR HOPE: Géocce of Bible Lovers 


This year OUR HOPE presents more of the work of leading Bible expositors than 
ever before. Dr. Wilbur M. Smith will utilize his great library and wide secular 
reading in preparing “Current Events in the Light of the Bible” each month. Dr. 
Herbert kyer will present, in his “Daily Bible Treasury,” systematic Bible readings 
with personal epptagtions. Dr. Harry A. Ironside will write six special articles 
during 1950. _ Dr. Frank E. Gaebelein will offer another of his splendid expositions 
of one of the Minor Prophets. The Editor, Dr. English, will continue his popular 
and important series on “Re-Thinking the Rapture,” plus his usual timely Editorials, 
Questions and Answers, Book Expositions, etc. Arthur Forest Wells reviews im- 

rtant current books. Other writers—as Lehman Strauss on The Acts, P. R: 
ewell on Daniel, etc., will add to OUR HOPE’S value. 


Get-Acquainted Offer—Only $1.00 


Now you can get acquainted with all these wonderful things from the Word 
through the introductory get-acquainted offer: FIVE BIG ISSUES... . 
only $1.00. ‘ 





Dr. H. A. Ironside, 
famed teacher; former 
Pastor of the Moody 

Memorial Church 





Dr. Herbert Lockyer, 
British Bible teacher; 
prolific writer on Biblical 
subjects 





SPECIAL ONE-DOLLAR-COUPON 








Our Hope Magazine 

Dept. ST, Box 146, Waretown, New Jersey 

Gentlemen: I enclose $1.00 for the special five-issue get-acquainted 
| subscription offer. 


0 Enclosing $2.00 for ten issues at the same get-acquainted offer 














Dr. Wilbur M. Smith, EE OR ee ee ee 
of the Faculty of Fuller 
Theological Seminary; Address ks A ae 
Editor of PELOUBET’S . Ss 
NOTES ON THE City Zone State 








NS gg eee nen w www enw enn 
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The Mission Home Eben-Ezer 


in Schooley’s Mountain, New Jersey, is open to guests 

all year round. It is situated at a quiet place of high 
altitude, with excellent spring water at hand, a pleas- 
- place to spend vacation and enjoy Christian fellow- 
ship, For further information write to: Mrs. H. 
Zimmermann, Mission Home Eben-Ezer, Schooley’s 
Mountain, New Jersey. 





Going to 
HIGH SCHOOL? 


MONTROSE offers you— 
®@ Christian fellowship © accred- 
ited Jr. - Sr. H.S. courses @ live 
social and sports program @ 13- 
acre campus @ attractive dorms 
@ 5- and 7-day resident and day 
schoo! enrollment © reasonable 
rates. 











The Montrose School 
137 Oak Lane, Essex Fells, N. J. 
LIGHT and A\ Za 
GUIDANCE 
For these days of the 
Age - End 
Are YOU reading =] 
PROPHECY MONTHLY? 
Editors: Keith L. Brooks, V. C. Oltrogge 
Ghee organ of American Prophetic ia Inc., a... 1 
=? bit ay ts 


monthly handbook of ti 
trial. U.'S. $1.20 yr, foreign $1.35. 
Box BB, Eagie Rock Stati Les Angeles 41 








* Ministers! 
* Christian Workers! 
Al Practical, Timely 
Refresher Course for You! 


T= weeks of intensive study in the prob- 
lems and responsibilities of your ministry. 
Timed to suit you .. . after the busy Easter 
season... Classes April 11-28. (You miss only 
two Sundays from your church.) Limited enroll- 
ment assures personal contact with instructors 
—so important to successful advanced study. 
Eight vital subjects are offered: 
Key Books of the Bible. 
The Letters to the Seven Churches of 
Asia. 
The Six Days of Creation. 
The First Epistle to Timothy. 
A Practical Use of the Greek New 
Testament, 
Building the Sunday School. 
Expository Preaching. 
Preaching from the Psalms. 
Open to all men in active Christian work. 
Send for folder and enroliment blank. 
Churches, profit from this postgraduate 
school by sending your pastor. 


POSTGRADUATE SCHOOL FOR PREACHERS 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 


820 N. LeSalle Street, Chicago 10, Illinois 
Dept. S$ 300c 
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“Woe” means trouble, terrible things 
that will come to them. And God was 
saying this through Amos. Amos was 
only the prophet who was. telling what 
God said, so it is God Himself who is 
saying, “Woe to them that are at ease 
in Zion.” 

Don’t any of you children be that kind 
of church member. Be in earnest. Be 
sincere in your love for the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and show your love by serving 
Him in every way possible. Begin while 
you are in the Primary Department, for 
what you begin there will be easy for 
you to continue, 

There was that other class of people 
in Israel who did the things they should 
do, sang praises and offered sacrifices, 
but their hearts were not right with God. 
If your heart is not right with Him, He 
cannot accept your songs or your offer- 
ings, so be sure you are right with Him. 

How can you be right with Him? By 
believing in the Lord Jesus Christ and 
taking Him for your own Saviour from 
sin, and then asking His Holy Spirit to 
lead you and show you the right things 
to do, each day of your life. You will 
make mistakes, you will sin, but when 
you confess your sin, He is faithful and 
just to forgive your sin and cleanse you 
from all unrighteousness, 

Isn’t it wonderful? Each night you 
can tell the Lord all about your day, 
and ask Him to forgive and cleanse, and 
each morning you can ask Him to lead 
and guide you for that day. If we fol- 
lowed just as He led, we would not get 
into sin, but we are all willful children, 
and so we stray into our own ways, and 








This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 323) 

1. It is strong The time for 
pleading is over. 

2. Bethel was the chief center of the 
calf worship inaugurated by Jeroboam. 
Gilgal early fell prey to idolatrous prac- 
tices (see Judges 3:19, R.V., marg.). 

3. The early sacred associations. Bethel 
means “house of God” (see Gen. 28:16- 
19). Gilgal was the place where the re- 
proach of Egypt was rolled away (see 
Josh, 5:9). 

4. Religious zeal is no substitute for 
truth and righteousness, 

5. The nation is doomed, but God still 
pleads with individuals. (Cf, Rev. 3:20.) 
6. The Pleiades. See Job 9:9; 38:31. 

7. His majesty and righteousness. The 
passage 5:8, 9 is a good example. 

8. (a) Seek the Lord—not the idol- 
atry of Bethel (5:5, 6); (b) “Seek good, 
and not evil” (5:14). 

9. Romans 11, 

10. Religious ceremonies were offered 
as a substitute for obedience. (See 1 
Sam, 15:22.) 

WHEATON, ILL. 
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sin. Then we need forgiveness and 
cleansing. 

Do you remember the laver, that God 
told Moses to make, which was to stand 
in front of the Tabernacle, where the 
priests could wash their hands and their 
feet before they served the Lord in the 
work of the worship in the Tabernacle? 
We, too, need to cleanse our hands and 
our feet-—and our hearts. Let’s listen 
to Amos, and serve our God with ear- 
nestness and wholeheartedness. 


FetTon, CALIF, 


we 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, April 30 


3. I Will Be Active in My Church 
(Neh, 4:6; Rom. 12:4-13) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 
<4 HERE is no use trying to be active 

around my church. Young people 
are never given an opportunity.” “The 
only jobs handed out around our church 
to young people are the jobs no one 
else wants to do.” “I just can’t be active 
in my church, I have too much school 
work.” Have you heard remarks such 
as these in your young people’s group? 
Perhaps this week’s topic, which, like 
the two preceding, is based on the Chris- 
tian Endeavor Pledge, or Covenant, may 
offer a real opportunity for better un- 
derstanding on the part of both young 
folks in your group and the older folks 
in the church. 

Real progress may ‘be the result of this 
meeting if you talk to your pastor about 
it first, and ask him and perhaps some 
member of your session or official board 
to be present to give the viewpoint of 
the older folks. 

Without making this meeting an occa- 
sion for airing personal “peeves” or 
grudges, encourage your young people 
to state objectively some of the things 
that are hindering a greater activity on 
the part of young people in the work of 
your church, and what can be done to 
eliminate such hindrances, 


The first Scripture portion chosen for 
this topic takes us back to the work of 
restoring the walls of Jerusalem, after 
the nation had been carried off into cap- 
tivity for a number of years and some 
had been permitted to return. A read- 
ing of the whole of this fourth chapter 
of Nehemiah will show that there was 
quite a variety of duties assigned to the 
people in connection with the wall resto- 
ration. Not all of them could walk 
around with a level and a plumb line. 
Some had to do the hard work of carry- 
ing stones and mixing mortar. Some had 
to actually place the stones. Some had 
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to do very monotonous guard duty. But 
Nehemiah tells us that they all had one 
thing in common and that was a “mind 
to work.” ws 


If everyone in your church and in 
your young people’s society had such a 
mind, what a difference it would make 
in carrying on the work. While not con- 
fined to young people, it may often be 
noted among them that there is a mind 
to show off rather than a mind to work. 
If the job is one in which the individual 
has an oppcrtunity to display his or 
her talents, and to be in the limelight, 
it is usually not difficult to find someone 
who is willing to undertake such work. 
But if it means ‘working unnoticed at 
a job that is not very pleasant, or work 
that requires sacrifice of time or con- 
yenience, candidates can be strangely 
missing. ie 

There is another lesson for us in the 
building of the wall in Nehemiah’s time 
and that is the constant and unceasing 
effort that had to be put into the build- 
ing of the wall. Any postponement or 
let-down would have given the enemy 
an opportunity to undo all the work that 
had been done. Those who work with 
young people sometimes find that one 
of the most discouraging and dishearten- 
ing problems is the difficulty of getting 
young people to take responsibility and 
to discharge it faithfully, time after 
‘ime, without being coaxed, or patted 
on the back, or otherwise kept in a 
good humor. 

Then there are some who simply will 
not commit themselves to responsibility 
for a definite piece of work at a definite 
time with any degree of regularity. 
Often this refusal seems to arise from 
a desire to keep open the way to enjoy 
anything that may come along at the 
last momert.. If nothing turns up, and 
they feel like it, and the weather is not 
too bad, they will show up, ready to 
work. But such help is often very dis- 
concerting and exasperating to older 
folks who may be in charge. 

The key -to the perseverance and 
energy and devotion of the people of 
Nehemiah’s day was that they had a 
“mind to work.” In other words, they 
had determined to put the work in hand 
before anything else—their own con- 
venience, their own pleasure, and their 
own pride. ye 


And this brings us to the second Scrip- 
ture lesson from Romans 12, which re- 
minds us that we are all, as Christian 
believers, members of one body, the 
Head of which is the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Regardless of the particular .type of 
work we are called upon to do, it is 
Christ that we are serving —not some 
Member of our cfficial board, not our 
Pastor, not even our church, but the 
Lord Jesus. When we can learn to work 
and serve as unto Him, and because we 
love Him, then our pride and hurt feel- 
ings and our laziness will slip away, and 
we shall find real joy in doing faithfully 
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Lake Louise Conference Grounds and Hotel 


TOCCOA, 


Beautiful Lake Louise - 78 acres of water 


GEORGIA 


Founded by R. G. LeTourneau 


1950 SUMMER CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 


June 5to 10 Southern Baptist Pre-Millennial Fellowship 

Dr. Charles H. Stevens and Dr. Lee Roberson, Directors 

June 10to17 Miracle Book Club (Young People) 

Mrs. E. M. McClusky, Director 

June 19 to 24 Overcomers Young People’s Camp 

Dr. Charles Seidenspinner, Director 

June 24to 25 North Georgia Methodist Women’s Sery- 
ice Guild. Miss Louise Brazelron, Director 

June 26 to July 1 Lake Lovise Children’s Bible Camp 

Ages 8 to 15). 

Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Berky, Directors 

July 2t09 Or Cc (Adult) 

Dr. Charles Seidenspinner, = 

July 1010 17 Sword of the Lord Conference 

Dr. John R. Rice, Director 





Enjoy wholesome recreation: swimming, boating, fishing, tennis, shuffleboard, etc., 
at NO EXTRA COST. Plan NOW to attend one of these Bible Conferences or Camps. 


July 17 to 22 Lake Lovise Sunday School Conference 

Scripture Press, Directors 

July 1710 22 Christian Endeavor (Southern leadership) 

Miss Alice W. Joms, Director 

July 2610 31 Chr'st:an Business and Profess' onal Women 
of America. Mrs. Helen Baugh, National Director 

July 31 to Avg. 6 Sudan Inter:or Missi y Conf 

Rev. P. W. Reidhead, Jr., Director 

Aug. 710 13 Bible Memory Association Camp (Ages 
9t020) Rev. E. M. Clapp, Director 

Avg. 150 20 Fishers of Men (National Convention) 

A. C. Feigert, National Pres., Director 

Aug. 201027 Y: jon Camp 

Rev. “Rog” Malsbary, Director 





in a Christian environment 
RATES: Very reason- 


able—MEALS AND LODGING, per day at $2.75 and up. SPECIAL FAMILY RATES! 


Write:—A. J. Philippi, Executive Director 


Lake Louise Conference Grounds, Toccoa, Georgia 





When answering advertisements, please mention The Sunday School Times. 











FLANNELGRAPH TEACHERS! 
STREAMLINE YOUR TEACHING! 


Here is just the thing you need. “EZ-L-TRAY” 
is a tray for your easel. 
when you are teaching. Attach in a “jiffy.” Light, 
sturdy, and easy to carry. Made in two parts, 
can be used together or separately. 


Rear $3.75 - 


Easel, 
plete $13.85 postpaid 


Please send cash with order. 
for. 


Holds the materials 


Front ‘‘EZ-L-TRAY”’ $3.95 
Both $6.95 postpaid 
**EZ-L-TRAY,’’ Flannelboard, com- 


Patent applied 
Dealers write for prices. 


611 Northampton Street, Easton, Pa. 














Another Peoples Book Club Selection! 
A Splendid vy of Cavtesion Tolerance 


By Argye M. Briggs 


Author of Root 
Out of Dry Ground 


THIS. MY BROTHER is a strong and beautiful study of Josh 
Kenyon, of his kin, and of the people who draw the fluid riches 


from the oil basins below the Texas earth. 
- the boy and the man 


Josh 


many working, 


It is the story of 
- who, unutterably alone among 


writhing, achieving, failing, found the day- 


break of a new peace which dispelled the canker of hatred and 
brought tolerance and respect, love and communion of soul. 


THIS, MY BROTHER is 
theme, gripping development, a book written from the heart — 
one that will long endure in your heart and mind. 


Order Your Copy Today! 
At Your Bookstore 
Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 


By the Author of 

ROOT Out of DRY GROUND 
“A story of deep, elemental 
human emotions, mastered 
by even deeper spiritual 
realities, yet told with re- 
straint and delicacy.” 


@ book you will love — a significant 


Grand Rapids, Michigan 
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the work in hand. Just as the hand, 
and the foot, and the eye do not choose 
to do only the work that may be agree- 
able to them, but obey unquestioningly 
the directions received from the head, so 
our own preferences and. convenience 
will fade into the background so that 
we may please and honor the One who 
has done so much for us, 

If He chooses to put us in places of 
prominence, or if He chooses to bring 
honor our way, that will be all right, 
just as it will be all right if His place 
for us is one where we shall not be 
noticed or given the praise of men, Our 
greatest joy will be to please Him. We 
shall be satisfied in the knowledge that 


HUNTINGTON Hospitality 


Satisfied students at Huntington speak for 
the enormous benefits of a Christian Edu- 
cation that honors God. Full Liberal Arts 
curriculum, a qualified, friendly faculty, 
and an atmosphere that encourages four- 
fold Christian growth. 

Write for FREE “Huntington Bulletin” 







HUNTINGTON COLLEGE 
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50 West 50th Street New York 20, N. Y. 


He is aware of and understands all that 


You can support a full-time we are doing in His name and for His 


sake. Is this your relationship to Him 
NATIVE. EVANGELIST $§ today? 
For $50 per year PHILADELPHIA, 
we 
The NYASA Mission trains born-again 
natives to teach and minister the Word Rome's Intolerance and 
in African villages where there are no P : 
missionaries. ersecution 
Wut dictated iciwaa (Continued from page 321) 
Write: J. A. MAWHINNEY, Jr. the Pope. In order to determine when a 


bull is ex cathedra and when not, the 
council laid down seven rules, which 
seem to leave considerable room for 
argument. This is the Catholic doctrine 


The NYASA Mission 


Council of Reference: 


Harry J. Jaeger [Erling C. Olsen Richard Woik 
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A MISSIONARY TECHNICIA 


MOODY ANNUITIES Help Make 
Missionary Technical Training Possible! 


HIS student will soon be aiding missionaries on the field through his knowl- 

edge of flying, radio communications and photography. Besides helping to 
provide tuition-free training for future missionary technicians, your annuity 
gifts bring you genercus and unchanging financial returns for the rest of 
your life. 

Thus your Moody annuities produce two dividends: (1) the material one of 
dependable, unvarying returns, bringing peace of mind and comfort in this 
life; (2) the spiritual one of eternal joy and satisfaction from knowing your 
annuity gifts will be used now and after your death in training future Christian 
workers to win souls to Christ. 

The interesting booklet, TIME AND ETERNITY, tells the full story of how your cash 
gifts (of $100 or more) are used for the Lord's work, and of the reserve fund and Insti- 

—_—=—=— = 4 tute assets that stand behind 
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of papal infallibility. Evidently the 
Catholic mind sees nothing inconsistent 
in a man posing as the Vicar of Christ 
yet putting off his office with his vest. 
ments. 

In 1478 the Inquisition was revamped 
into a more effective instrument of per. 
secution and murder. Its historian, 
Llorente, states that between 1478 ang 
1517, more than 13,000 persons were 
burned alive, and 169,000 tortured. Mot. 
ley, in his “Rise of the Dutch Republic” 
gives a vivid account of the ravages of 
the Inquisition in the Netherlands, calleq 
the “Spanish Fury,” which for 80 years 
wrought its sadistic tortures on a valiant 
people. In 1572 on the eve of St. Bar. 
tholomew, the bells of St. Germain. 
l’Auxerrois were rung at midnight as 
the signal that started the massacre of 
more than 70,000 Huguenots. Between 
1640 and 1642, 40,000 Protestants were 
massacred in Ireland, while in the same 
period the Scottish Covenanters were 
harried like foxes; 18,000 suffering mar. 
tyrdom in the “killing time” as attested 
by the martyrs’ monument in Greyfriars 
Churchyard, Edinburgh. The Lord Jesus 
said, “By their fruits ye shall know 
them” (Matt, 7:20). We do not need to 
pass judgment on the papacy; its record 
is a sufficient indictment. 

(To be continued) 
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The 1950 
Christian Fellowship Tour 
(Continued from page 321) 


C.B.&Q. R.R. via St. Paul, reaching Chi- 


cago on Monday, July 24. 

Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, Executive Vice- 
President of The Sunday School Times 
Company, will be with the 1950 group 
to lead the party throughout the entire 
tour. Detailed information and the de- 
scriptive itinerary will be mailed to any 
who desire them. Just address Mr. 
Harry J. Jaeger, Executive Vice-Presi- 
dent, The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5. 


wy 
The Manner of Prayer 
(Continued from page 318) 


manward. The benevolent soul prays 
“Thy kingdom come,” and longs to see 
God’s will done in earth as in Heaven. 
Christians with this spirit are the best 
friends: of God’s Church. The will of 
God is supreme in their life. They want 
it to be so in every Christian life. They 
are bound together in God’s bundle of 
life. God’s benevolence is shed abroad 
in their hearts by the Holy Ghost. 
They are alive to that which hon- 
ors and glorifies God and brings the 
utmost good and happiness to His 
Church and mankind. 

These parts of prayer set before us 
by our Lord Jesus Christ indicate the 
way we are to respond to His call # 
pray. Pray reverently, and benevolently. 


(To be continued) 





Les 


¢ 





1950 


ly the 
sistent 
Christ, 
S vest. 


7amped 
of per. 
storian, 
78 and 
} were 
1. Mot. 
ublic,” 
ages of 
, Called 
) years 
valiant 
t. Bar- 
Tmain- 
ght as 
acre of 
etween 
$ were 
e same 
> Were 
g mar. 
ttested 
yfriars 
1 Jesus 

know 
eed to 
record 


ur 


g Chi- 
 Vice- 


group 
entire 
he de- 
to any 
‘s Mr. 


Com- 
phia 5, 


to see 
eaven. 


vill of 
y want 


dle of 
abroad 
Ghost. 
| hon- 
zs the 
> His 


ore us 


-all to 
lently. 





Lesson for April 30 


he Sanday School Gities 


President and Editor 
Puitie E. Howarp, JR, 
Executive Vice-President 
Harry J. JAEGER 
Secretary and Treasurer 
D. T. RicHMAN 
Associate Editor 
JoHN W. LANE, JR. 
Correspondence Editor: Emity D. SMITH 
Contributing Editors: JosepH P. FREE, 
Ph.D., Archaeology; Ernest Gorpon, 
Survey, editorials, and reviews. 
Advertising Manager: Rosert H. BLoom 








Former President 
Puitie E. Howarp, 1903-1946 
Former Editors 
H. Cray TruMBvuLL, 1875-1903 
Cuartes G, TRUMBULL, 1903-1941 





Subscription Rates 
Stated in U.S.A. dollars 
$250 One copy, or any number of copies 
less than five, $2.50 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $10. 
$200 Five or more copies, either to sep- 
arate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $2.00 each, per year. 
Canada: add 25 cents per year, for 
postage. 
Foreign: add 50 cents per year, for 
postage. 
The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 


re 
-—— 


For Family Worship 


By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 











Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, . issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


April 24 to 30 


Mon—Amos 4:4-12. Neglected Warnings. 


PrayeR SuGGEsTIONs: “Yet have ye not 
returned unto me, saith the Lord.” Amos 
mentions troubles certain to follow con- 
tmuance in sin. Warnings had been 
Neglected again and again by Israel. 
They refused to return. Therefore, he 
Warned, prepare to meet God. God's 
patience toward modern sinners is great; 
but He will not keep His anger forever. 
lovingly warn the unruly. Set before 
them God’s Word applicable to their 
@ses. Be faithful in reproof and you 
Will have a clear conscience and God’s 
*proval. Pray for the conversion of 
wicked neighbors. 


Tues—Amos 5:4-15. 

Seek the Lord and Live. 
Prayer Succestions: “Seek ye me, and 
Ye shall live.” Here is an exhortation 
false professors. All who leave off 
tighteousness are exposed to the wrath 
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of God. The call to all such is, “Seek 
good, and not evil, that ye may live: 
and so the Lord, the God of hosts, shall 
be with you, as ye have spoken.” It 
is “turn or burn” for every sinner. Pray 
for neighbors and friends who have been 
led into false religions. 


Wed.—Amos 5:18-24. 


6 Carteret Street 
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“The Pagan God of Masonry” 
“Why | Left Freemasonry” 


For sample copies address THOMAS M. SLATER 
Upper Montclair, New Jersey é 
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PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: 
them.” 


Justice Before Worship. 


“I will not accept 
Clean hands and a pure heart 
are demanded of God’s worshipers, Only 
the forgiven can offer to God a pure 
offering of praise and adoration. 


The 


LEZ 


Our Bible Collegiate Cou 


Bincludes required subjects for RA: degree 


Our General Course 
prepares for full-time Christian service. 





Address Registrar for Catalog. 











Advertising brings new things to the 

reader’s attention and teaches him how 

te use them. You will find in the 

weekly advertising columns of The 

Sunday School Times many helpful 

hints that may save you hours of time 
and trouble. 








Dr. William A. Mierop, President 
Dr. Arthur B. Whiting, Dean 


BIBLE INSTITUTE OF PENNSYLVANIA 
160 N. 15 St., Philadelphia 2, Pa. 
















4 


























DEPARTMENT MANUALS 
(Taken from the Handbook for use of 
individual department teachers). 


Beginner— Primary (ene volume) ...... 75¢ 
Daas -aa6ese° dns od hoeee eee 75¢ 
Entovenediate. 20. odd bse sel iS cle’. 75¢ 
Ge «: — sedean <abesncocenr . TS¢ 


MY WORKBOOK 
Correlates the work in the handbook — 16 
pages of questions, color work, patterns, 
handwork. With handbook, no other accessory 
material necessary. 15¢ each 
Beginner (1) Age 4, (2) Age & 
Primary (1) Age 6, (2) Age 7, (3) Age & 
Junior (1) Age 9, (2) Age 10, (3) Age ll, 

(4) Age 12 

Intermediate (1) Age 13, (2) Age 14 
Send for our FREE CATALOGUE listing 
complete line of p.v.s.s. helps. 


CHRISTIAN 











HANDBOOK OF THE SUMMER BIBLE SCHOOL 
(A comprehensive Course for all Schools) 


At last the complete all-Bible Daily Vacation Bible 
School course in ready-to-use schedule form. Over 
eight thousand schools have used this course with 
complete satisfaction. Each year in demand more 
than ever before. Handwork, memory work and lesson 
material suitably chosen for ages 4 to 18 are based 
on Old Testament Stories, the Life of Christ and 
“Early Apostolic History of the Life of Paul.” Ob- 
ject lessons, handwork patterns, choruses, missionary 
stories, maps, teaching methods, follow-up sugges- 
tions, curriculum, supplementary helps . . . all are 
included in the course. And best of all — it is Bible- 
Order this proven course for your 
PCE See ee ee, rer $2.50 


centered! 
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. + - a course which gives you thorough preparation 
+ + + equips you to be a specialist . . . to work in the 
home field, whether in city missions, rural evangelism 
or elsewhere. 


Home Mission Fields, one of the specialized subjects 
offered at Moody, covers such useful topics as social 
traditions, community history, religious heritage and 
economic problems. Other subjects include Church 
Evangelism, Bible Storytelling, Teacher Training, 
Recreational Leadership, Public Speaking and Rutal 
Church, 

You'll also gain valuable experience in soul-winning 
through doing practical Christian work in the many 
foreign sections, hospitals, jails and churches that make 
up the vast “home” mission field of Chicago. 


This tuition-free training can be yours if 
you qualify. Write today for an applica- 
tion and the new, illustrated school catalog. 


Dept. S 206 


Admissions Correspondent: 
Please send me the school catalog and an application. 


Name. 





Addr 
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call to all Christians is, “Be ye clea 
that bear the vessels of the Lord” (Ig 
52:11). God requires just people fm 
work and worship. Pray for a mighty 
cleansing work of grace in all Christig, 
congregations. 


Thurs.—Amos 6:7-14. 
Judgment Inevitabk 
Prayer SucacEstions: “Behold, the Lon 
commandeth.” When God speaks, wha 
He decrees is inevitable. The word ¢ 
His lips changeth not. He will neve 
ask His righteous sentence to retreat 
“It is a fearful thing to fall into the 
hands of the living God.” In these days 
when the fear of God is rare, let ther 
be more pleading with sinners to be 
reconciled with God. His terrors apr 
great! Pray for more solemn proclama. 
tion of God’s warnings to the wicked. 


Fri.—Malachi 1:6-10. 
Unworthy Worship, 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “I have no pleas 
ure in you, saith the Lord of hosts 
neither will I accept an offering at you 
hand.” Walk worthily of God or you 
offerings to Him will not be accepted 
Honor God or you cannot serve God 
Priests in Malachi’s day offered pol 
luted sacrifices. Many today offer 
God what they would never think @ 
presenting to the chief executive of th 
nation. The best only should be given 
to God. Pray that you may have a mon 
liberal spirit in giving to the cause of 
God. 


Sat.—Isaiah 29:13-20. Lip Worship. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “With their lips 
do [they] honour me, but [they] have 
removed their heart far from me, and 
their fear toward me is taught by the 
precept of men.” Deep is the hypocrisy 
that gives God lip worship. If there is 
any reason for giving God the lips, ther 
is every reason for giving Him the de 
votion of the heart. More lip servic 
is given to God today than we imagine 
We need a Finney to lecture to profes 
ing: Christians in congregations today. 
Pray for an old-time revival. 





Sun.—Matthew 5:21-24. 
Reconciliation Before Worship. 
Prayer Succestions: “Go .. . and be 
reconciled to thy brother, and then 
come and offer thy gift.” We are not 
right with God unless we are right 
with one another. There must be love 
to man coupled with our love to God. 
All who have fallen out with others 
must seek their forgiveness before 
they can worship God and work for 
Him. We cannot “fall in” with every- 
one, but let us not “fall out” with 
them. Fix things up right away. 
“Let not the sun go down upon your 
wrath: neither give place to the 
devil” (Eph. 4:26, 27). Pray for 
Christians who are not keeping “the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of 


peace.” 
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